
Year 8 English                      

The Year 8 curriculum builds on Year 7 by developing students’ understanding of literary genre (Gothic unit) and developing their understanding of 

Shakespearean drama. In addition, students will develop their creative writing by adapting their style to meet requirements of different genres of writing. 

Students will also have the opportunity to study a media topic, enabling them to experience the subject in advance of choosing their programme of study 

for Year 9 and beyond.  

 

  

 

 

Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Topic(s)  Gothic Fiction  

- Features of Gothic 

fiction 

- Identification of 

language features 

and the effects of 

structural features 

Media 

- Introduction to 

Media Studies 

 

- Poetry   

- Relationships 

A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream 

- Textual analysis, 

context of 

Elizabethan 

England (attitudes 

to the 

supernatural)  

 

Creative task 

- Design a theatre 

Shakespeare 

continued 

- Textual analysis, 

context of 

Elizabethan 

England (attitudes 

to the 

supernatural)  

 

Novel 

- Choice of four 

texts 

Media  

- Opinion piece 

based on the film 

Jaws: Is it still a 

classic? 

Assessment Writing:  

- Describe a gothic 

setting and 

character 

 

Reading:  

Reading: 

- Explore how poets 

present 

relationships – 

response to two 

studied poems with 

comparison  

 Literature: 

- Response to key 

scene 

Reading: 

- Character 

exploration – 

focusing on 

character 

development 

across the novel 

Writing: 

- Opinion piece  

Jaws: Is it still a 

classic? 

Methods of deepening and securing knowledge:  

Retrieval practice Retrieval practice is evident in starter activities and in mini-plenaries 

Elaboration Students are encouraged to elaborate by developing their written responses – this might be through providing textual 

evidence; finding contrasting views; making a connection to another example in the text. 

Concrete examples Concrete examples are provided by use of high-quality literary and non-fiction texts; teacher modelling of writing skills/ 

grammatical structures 



- Analyse the way a 

writer creates a 

gothic atmosphere 

– response to 

extract 

 

 

 

Homework: 

Homework is a core part of learning and serves to support the learning in class, enrich the student experience and develop learning skills. There are 

several types of homework set in English such as: 

 Researching a key area of context in preparation for a new unit 

 Applying knowledge and skills learnt in lesson by completing an independent task 

 Developing a response or task begun in lesson 

 Revising key content in preparation for an assessment 

 Learning spellings and key vocabulary in preparation for a test 

 Independent reading 


