
Year 6 Geography Transition Project
THE GEOGRAPHY OF CHINA

Over the next few weeks leading up to joining us in 
September, we are offering you the opportunity to complete a 
research project about the geography of China. 

On the following pages are a variety of tasks from which we 
would like you to complete task 1 then choose three of the 
option tasks to research and complete. 

This can be completed in various different ways:
• Word Document - You can create your own word document and 

present your research findings like a report, newspaper article, 
booklet or travel guide.

• PowerPoint – you can create a PowerPoint in the form of a lesson, 
or a presentation (you can be very creative with this).

• Paper – you can do this on paper if you like, but this is a substantial 
piece of work, so we want to see lots of effort and detail!

• Be a technological genius – if you know how to, you could create a 
podcast or an informative video.

You are of course always welcome to complete more than four if you wish.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT.
We would like you to bring your project into school with you in September.



Task 1: Where is China? – compulsory 
task
As Geographers,  the first thing we 
should be able to do when learning 
about a new country is to locate it.

Remember when researching the 
location to use CLOCC:

• Continent
• Lines of latitude
• Oceans and seas
• Compass directions (North, 

East, South, West)
• Country 

(surrounding/bordering 
countries)

Option 1: What is the weather and climate like in China?
Write a short weather report on what the weather is like in the 
following areas of China:

• Taklamakan Desert
• Tibetan Plateau (Lhasa)

 
Clue - below is some information to help or you could look on the BBC 
weather website

The Taklimakan Desert is the largest desert in China 
and second largest in the world. During the year, the 
temperature can change dramatically, in winter, the 
days are cold, and the nights are colder, the  
temperature can reach -20 °C. However, in summer, the 
temperature is pleasantly warm and can reach 27°C – 
August tends to be the hottest month. In the Taklimakan 
Desert, the yearly rainfall is less than 100mm. Of 365 
days, more than 100 days see sand blown by wind at the 
speed of 300 metres per second.

In Lhasa, winter nights are freezing cold, and on colder 
nights, the temperature can reach -15 °C, but it almost 
always tops freezing (0°C) during the day. Tibet can 
have strong winds especially in winter and despite the 
fact that the winter is dry, sometimes light snowfalls may 
occur. Summer in Lhasa is mild, quite cold at night, about 
9/10 °C, and pleasantly warm during the day: the 
average is 23 °C in June. In the hottest days, the 
temperature can reach 27/30 °C from May to 
August. The summer monsoon brings rainfall from June 
to September; July and August are the rainiest months.



Option 2: What are these areas of China like?

Above you will find some information about the following areas:
• Taklamakan Desert
• Inner Mongolia
• Tibetan Plateau
• Chinese Central Plain
• Southern Hills and River Valleys

If you select this option, you will need to include some of the 
information shown above in your project.  However, what would be 
really good is if you can also do some independent research to 
discover more detailed information about these areas. Think about 
factors such as:

• The landscape
• The climate
• The people
• The food
• The language
• The culture
• The economy/industry
• Anything else you deem important

Taklamakan Desert

Inner Mongolia

Tibetan Plateau

Chinese Central Plain

Southern Hills and 
River Valleys



Option 3: Major Rivers of China
China is home to some quite magnificent rivers. There are 3 
major rivers which we want you to research:

• Yangtze River
• Pearl River
• Yellow River

Below are 3 maps to show where these rivers are within 
China. We would like you to describe the location of each 
major river using geographical directions and any nearby 
major cities. 

Challenge: Extra facts about each of the rivers.

The Yangtze is the longest river in Asia. It 
rises at Jari Hill in the Tanggula Mountains 
(Tibetan Plateau) and flows 6,300 km 
(3,900 mi) in a generally easterly direction 
to the East China Sea. It is the 
sixth-largest river by discharge volume in 
the world. Its drainage basin comprises 
one-fifth of the land area of China, and is 
home to nearly one-third of the country's 
population

The Pearl River is an extensive river system in 
southern China.  Measured from the farthest 
reaches of the Xi River, the Pearl River system 
is China's third-longest river (1,500 mi) after 
the Yangtze River and the Yellow River, and 
second largest by volume, after the Yangtze. 
The 453,700km2 Pearl River Basin drains the 
majority of Liangguang (Guangdong and 
Guangxi provinces), as well as parts of 
Yunnan, Guizhou, Hunan and Jiangxi in China; 
it also drains northern parts of Vietnam's 
Northeast Cao Bằng and Lạng Son provinces.

The Yellow River is the second 
longest river in China, after the 
Yangtze River, and the sixth 
longest river system in the world 
at the estimated length of 
5,464 km.  Originating in the Bayan 
Har Mountains in Qinghai province 
of Western China, it flows through 
nine provinces, and it empties into 
the Bohai Sea near the city of 
Dongying in Shandong province.



Option 4: Cities of China
For this one we want you to be completely 
independent. We want you to research cities in 
China and pick at least 3. What you need to include 
is:

• Location of the city
• Population of the city
• Pictures of the city
• What is the city famous for?
• What are the houses like in this city?

Option 5: China’s culture
We want you to research about China’s culture. Think about the 
following things:

• What is their main religion?
• What are their traditions?
• What are their holidays?
• What is Chinese New Year? (Research the year you were 

born and find out what animal you are, what does this 
mean?)

• How does Chinese culture differ from the UK’s culture?
• What part of China’s culture do you enjoy?

Challenge: research the differences between the East and the West.

Option 6: China’s global connections
If you were to look around the room now you would 
see lots of things that were created and made in 
China. China is the manufacturing capital of the 
world. 

Your task is to research the following questions:
• How many countries does China export to? 

(send goods to)
• What type of products does China export?
 
We also want you to make a list of the products in 
your house that say “Made in China”.

Challenge: Why do you think so many products are 
made in China?

We look forward to seeing these 
research projects!


