
Year 8 Music                                                       

 

The Year 8 curriculum is designed to develop and improve key skills. The curriculum has a number of short half-term units exploring aspects of 

performance, composition and appraising music. This is done through a variety of mediums and instruments including vocal, keyboard, guitar and drum 

based work, as well as computer-based music software (Cubase and Sibelius).  Lessons are updated year-on-year to match current trends in 

contemporary musicians and their music. 

Each unit has a specific focus while all aspects of the National Curriculum are developed spirally giving students experience and mastery of skills in Music.  

 

  

 

 

Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Topic(s)  4 Chord Hash pt2 

- Building on Year 7 

2B  - Students 

engage in more 

complex pop songs 

harmonically and 

rhythmically 

- Perform/appraise  

Rock Futures I  

- Christmas Cover 

- You’re in the 
Band!  

- Students split into 

5/6-piece bands 

and learn new 

instrumental skills 

on electric guitar, 

bass, drums, keys or 

vocals 

- Christmas music 

focus 

- Perform/appraise 

Rock Futures II  

- Record an album 

- 1B extension with 

new popular music 

stimuli – current 

hits and classic  

- Perform/appraise 

chart toppers, rock 

history 

Film Music  

- Encounter 

- Students learn 

from a variety of 

soundtracks and 

replicate James 

Bond leitmotifs  

- Extended work 

continues to 

compose their own 

heroic motif 

- Perform/appraise 

Horror Music 

Composition 

- Extension of 2B, 

students are given 

a new stimulus of 

Horror/Thriller 

music and 

compose using 

practical skills or 

recording sounds 

via IT 

- Compose/ 

appraise 

Dance Music – IT 

- Dance music as a 

genre is huge with 

many diverse sub 

genres. Students 

are to choose a 

sub-genre to 

investigate, 

techno, house, hip 

hop, electronic 

dance music and 

create a dance 

track for a night 

club 

- Compose/ 

appraise 

 

Methods of deepening and securing knowledge:  

Retrieval practice Reference back to previous techniques to develop ideas and use previously taught skills. 

Elaboration Teaching of elements to support deeper understanding and exploration. 

Concrete examples Exemplar music with reference to ‘The Great Composers’ and modern classics. 



 

 

Assessment Perform/appraise - Perform/appraise - Perform/appraise 

chart toppers, rock 

history 

- Perform/appraise Compose/ 

appraise 

Compose/ 

appraise 

 

 

 

 

Homework: 

Students are set a topic-specific reading homework in each half term. This gives background and context to the practical work in class. This is delivered 

via GoogleClassroom and students have the opportunity to reflect and address any misconceptions. 

Students are also set homework specific to their practical skill, for instance, practice on an instrument, appraise a piece of music, and listen to 

compositions for inspiration. This is completed at different points throughout each topic. 


