
  

         

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER    SUMMER 2019 

Fun, games and great teamwork at 
Sports Day… find out the results on 
page 17 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter - Well, they do say 

that time flies when you're having fun.  This year seems to have 
flown by and it is hard to believe that the academic year is almost 
over once again.  We have had huge amounts of fun over the                   
summer term with our Year 6 Transition Days, our Year 12 Taster 
Days, Year 10 and 12 students on work experience, the wonderful 
Year 11 and 13 Proms and making our 2019 Leavers video- to 
name just a few of the activities that have taken place. 
 
Our recently appointed Year 10 Student Leaders are really                           
beginning to make their mark, focusing on mentoring younger        
students, acting as ambassadors at school-related events,                      
fundraising and leading assemblies.  We feel they have so much to 
offer and intend to organise some high-quality leadership                       
training  next year to help them develop these skills.  We have also 
appointed our new Headboy (Saul Tuite) and Headgirl (Alana 
Hodgson) and Deputies (Subin Pariyar, Jack Eddy, Emily Treweek 
and Faye McLean) and look forward to working with them next 
year to further improve our school. 
 
I must mention Mrs Nicholson, who is retiring from Richmond 
School this summer, having taught here for forty years. Mrs                    
Nicholson has taught many thousands of children to cook over this 
time and she has done this with such passion and                                          
commitment.  Very few teachers stay in one school for their entire 
career and I feel that we have been so lucky to have had Mrs                   
Nicholson on our staff.  We are sorry to say goodbye but we wish 
Mrs Nicholson an extremely happy retirement with her family. 
 
I do hope you all have a lovely summer holiday and I look forward 
to seeing many of you on the two results days in August. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jenna Potter                                                                                                                   
Headteacher 
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Richmond School is 

bursting with talent and if 

you missed our first-ever 

talent show then be sure 

to catch up with the                         

review of this fabulous 

evening on pages 4 and 5. 

Over 200 Year 6 students stepped up 
to being Year 7s and had three                        
fabulous days with us.  Turn to page 9 
to find out how they got on.  
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 A SUMMER CELEBRATION OF DANCE 

On 15th July, our Year 12 CTEC dance students hosted 'A Summer Celebration of Dance'. Over 60  students from 
Years 7 - 12 were involved in the production, with the Evolution Dance Company dancers taking  centre stage. This 
event also showcased the choreographic talent of the dancers, as the majority of the performances were created 
by the students themselves.  

The theme for the show was 'icons' and this was interpreted in a variety of ways; from celebrity icons to iconic        
moments in history, with some students even creating emotional tributes to their personal icons. Money raised 
from the event has been split between two causes. Firstly, we are fundraising for our students to enter 'Rock                   
Challenge' - a national dance competition - we will be launching this in September 2019. The CTEC dancers also 
wanted to make a donation to Mowbray School, a local special school where students Eve Walker and Sophie 
Wright have recently taught dance workshops. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL PRODUCTION BY THE THEATRE COMPANY 
 
Those lucky enough to have a ticket on Thursday 4th July witnessed another successful production from Richmond 
School Theatre Company. We took our performance of Don Taylor’s The Roses of Eyam to the Georgian Theatre 
Royal, playing to a packed house. 

 Having recently worked collaboratively with the WAGS choir and with English                         
Heritage our students were challenged to create a performance that narrated the story 
of the plague through the village of Eyam.  Students explored the emotional and                      
physical devastation the plague had caused. During the rehearsal process the students discovered the story was 
about ordinary but very real characters; dedicating themselves to connect and feel what it was like for those who 
were a part of such a catastrophic event.    
  
The evening was very touching.  Through the use of movement and imagery, we were able to portray how the 
villagers would have felt at the time and tell their story in a visual way. One audience member commented : “The 
young actors put a lot of emotion into their performances and the scenes were very moving. The montages at 
the beginning were particularly poignant and set the scene  perfectly. It gave me goosebumps.” 
  
A huge well done to all those involved.  Next year promises to be equally busy and we are excited to get                         
going.  Our next project will be tackling Shakespeare and watch this space for an announcement concerning our 
Musical for 2019- 20! 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
  Judges were blown away by the outstanding performances of students at our first-ever                           

talent show.  The line-up of eleven acts included vocalists, musicians, a comedian and 
dancers, offering a rich and diverse programme that was a feast for the audience’s eyes 
and ears.  Organised by Stephen Boyd, Lead Teacher of Music, the evening showcased                      
the immense talent of the students and was a wonderful platform to develop both their 
performance skills and their confidence.   

 Saul Tuite, newly-appointed Headboy, was the show’s enthusiastic and engaging                                        
compere for the evening. Many other students were involved in stage management,  

sound and lighting who, together with the PTA who served refreshments throughout the evening, ensured the 
event ran like clockwork.  

The judging panel included Ashley Barnard, Senior Reporter for the Northern Echo and Darlington & Stockton 
Times. Ashley was joined by Claire Hall, Head of Creative Arts at Stokesley School, and Ben Clarke, Richmond 
School’s outgoing Headboy who hopes to continue his drama studies at the Guildhall.  They were faced with                                
incredibly-difficult decisions to reach their final three, as every act was of a high standard. Uncovering new talent 
was an exciting outcome of the show, with the winner, Nicole Bishton, standing on stage for the first time at                 
Richmond School.  

Nicole, a Year 9 student, sang a contemporary interpretation of Ave Maria, a beautiful arrangement recorded by 
Beyonce in 2008 and a re-write of Franz Schubert’s original. Conveyed with emotion, Nicole’s was a flawless and 
powerful performance which showed off the versatility of her range, going from the lower register to pitch-perfect 
high notes.  

Nicole said: “I am so happy to win the competition. I was really nervous but once I started to sing it soon got 
better. I was totally shocked when Ben Clarke announced that I had won.  My special thanks go to Mr Harris for his 
beautiful accompaniment.”  Nicole has loved singing since she was a toddler. Until now, she has been singing for 
pleasure but would now like to have the opportunity to perform in the future in concerts at Richmond School and 
in the local area. 
 
Second place went to ‘Beat’, a four-piece group from Year 9 who rocked the house with their performance of                    
Riptide, with Ellie Carter and Aleisha Bruce, also Year 9 students, coming third with their rendition of Adele’s When 
we were young.  

Winner Nicole Bishton

The Judges: Claire Hall, Ben Clarke and Ashley Barnard 

Second Place: Beat (Evie Farnell, Izzy Lundberg, Will Mawer and Carys Meany) Third Place: Ellie Carter and Aleisha Bruce  
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Ashley Barnard said: “I was blown away by the talent 
displayed on Thursday night. The students were all 
fantastic, and the variety of acts was also impressive. 
We were treated to unbelievable solo singers,                             
including our winner Nicole who had such a beautiful 
quality and power behind her voice, but the other 
girls were equally impressive with emotive                      
performances.  

“Musically, we were taken on a journey with classical 
instruments performing modern hits, and two                      
amazing bands that I could happily have watched all 
night. The dancers were inspiring, from a                        
thought-provoking ensemble piece to Eva with her 
edgy tap routine. And of course, who could forget 
our comedian Jack who had excellent timing and             
entertainment value. The show’s compere Saul was 
also an absolute star, so charismatic and funny, he 
kept the show moving and engaging. All in all, it was 
a fantastic evening, but such a difficult task to 
judge!”  
 
Ahead of the judges announcing the winner, the       
audience were delighted to listen to guest singer 
Max Ferguson, a Year 7 student and himself a                       
semi-finalist at Britain’s Got Talent in 2018 with 
‘Bring It North’.  
 
Richmond’s Got Talent is just one of seven major 
productions from Richmond School in the last three 
weeks of the summer term.  The School’s excellence 
in Performing Arts has been evident at three                     
summer music concerts, a theatre production at the 
Georgian Theatre, a collaborative concert between 
the Jazz Band and the Military Wags Choir as well as 
a stunning dance show. 

Stephen Boyd, Lead Teacher of Music, concluded: “I 
am constantly astounded by the breadth and depth 
of creative talent at Richmond School. Our students 
again did themselves real credit with performances 
of an incredibly high standard. The variety of acts too 
was a pleasure to see and all of our students should 
be very proud of their preparation and performance. 
It was a spectacular event and could not have been 
possible without our fabulous judges who                                  
highlighted a deserving three with Nicole a worthy 
winner on the night.” 

 

The judges were 

blown away 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

THE JAZZ BAND JOINS THE MILITARY WAGS CHOIR FOR SOUNDS OF SUMMER CONCERT 

The students in the Jazz Band were delighted to join the Military WAGS Choir for a Sounds of Summer concert at the 
Georgian Theatre Royal. Fourteen students, from Years 7 to 12, performed under the direction of Mark Millman. They 
enjoyed playing a varied programme, including big band numbers such as In The Mood and Little Brown Jug as well 
60’s and 70’s hits including Ain’t No Sunshine and I Want You Back.  At the end of the concert the Band joined the 
WAGS Choir in a lively rendition of This Little Light of Mine. 

RICHMOND SCHOOL MUSIC HITS HIGH NOTES 
The development of music at Richmond School was plain for all to see as the department presented three separate 
summer concerts at the end of June. Each concert had a different theme. Monday evening's 'Classically Richmond' saw 
wonderful performances from  a piano and violin duet by Harold Raven and Annabel Gorman,  Sixth Form leavers     
Imogen Goodchild on violin and vocalist Sophie Montgomery, the choir sang beautifully in German, and the orchestra 
gave a rousing performance of Haydn's Military Symphony. 
   
On Tuesday 'Richmond Rocks' saw ensemble performances from the guitar ensemble, Key Stage 3 vocalists as well as 
the first performance from Richmond's School of Rock Club, led by Joe Weaver and Chis Gilbert.  Joe and Chris also 
featured as soloists performing a piece each from their Grade 8 exam repertoire.  Year 8 band, Flight 13, and Y9 Band, 
Beat, also gave rousing renditions of Avicci and James Bay respectively. The evening was concluded with the emerging 
CTEC Year 12 Band. The quality of all their music and ability to engage on stage made for a memorable finale. 
 
Wednesday brought an early summer with 'Summer's Here' highlighting the work of the Concert Band, Samba Band 
and a Year 9 GCSE ensemble performing Let it Be. 
 
Mr Boyd, Lead Teacher of Music, said: “We simply had to move to three separate summer concerts as we have so 
many students that deserve to have their voice/instruments heard! The depth of hard working and talented students 
at Richmond School is staggering. A huge well done to each and every performer. I would also like to thank all the 
hard-working staff who share in our vision that Music at Richmond should enrich and inspire!” 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

Aspiring opera singer, Sophie Montgomery, has made her debut with Scottish Opera Young Company and is                      
already looking forward to performing with them next year.  Sophie, a Year 13 student, was part of the                       
challenging and powerful production of Gluck’s Orfeo & Euridice. The only English member of the company, she 
spent 90 hours travelling to Glasgow, every other weekend from September, for rigorous rehearsals. 

Sophie played a Furie, a wedding guest and one of the people of Elysium. Playing a Furies Ezlium Spirit involved a 
rapid change from a Fury to a Spirit, which was done seamlessly with a tear-away costume switching from red to 
blue.  Sophie’s ambition is to be a professional opera singer one day and she is taking a year out, following her                    
A-levels, and then hopes to pursue her musical studies at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. 

Sophie is highly regarded on the North of England operatic circuit, having picked up the esteemed National                          
Operatics and Dramatics Association's (NODA) youth award for the North of England Region.  Sophie is a versatile 
performer, as her roles to date demonstrate - she can effortlessly switch from the narrator in Joseph and his                    
Technicolour Dreamcoat to Eliza Doolittle in My Fair lady.  She has been studying singing with Lindsay Ibbotson, of 
Marske, since she was 11 and regularly sings at concerts and weddings in the area. 

Sophie said: "I have a dream to be an opera singer; it’s all I want to do. When I sing opera I can feel how it stirs 
emotions and inspires people, it's a wonderful feeling to move others through the power of the human voice.” 

Jonathon Swinard, Scottish Opera Young Company Artistic Director commented:  “Sophie is a highly valued and 
sparky member of the Scottish Opera Young Company. I think we were all impressed by her focus and energy in 
rehearsals, especially given her long commute up to Glasgow! We look forward to seeing her back for Merrily We 
Roll Along next year.” 

Following her involvement with Scottish Opera, Sophie was invited to be a guest blogger for Broadway World. 
Read the blog at https://www.nytimes.com/1998/03/09/arts/music-review-budding-artists-for-city-opera-
spring.html In addition she is interviewed and sings in the company’s video about the production which can be 
seen at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vldLyZ_iiEk&feature=youtu.be   

Image credit: Julie Broadfoot: Scottish Opera Young Company production of Gluck’s Orfeo & Euridice 2019. Sophie pictured front row, third in from right, laid 
down in blue costume  www.juliebee.co.uk 

YOUNG DRUMMER ROCKS TOP GRADE A passion for drumming, coupled with a 

drive to learn and succeed, has led to Oliver Clarkson, in Year 7 student , achieving the Rock 
School’s top grade exam. Oliver has been learning the drums for five years and from an early 
age was clearly a natural, taking his Grade 1 Rock School exam in May 2015.  His talent and 
interest were apparent from the start and he went on to skip grades 2 and 4, achieving grade 
7 in August 2018 and now grade 8, passing all the exams with either high merits or                                
distinctions. 

Oliver plays in the School of Rock band and also performs at the Forum in Darlington. He is 
taught by Andy Brigham, of Rhythm Dynamics who says: “Oliver has been very hardworking and that solid dedication 
and passion is the reason he has achieved above and beyond. Going from Grade 1 to Grade 8 in such an incredibly 
short space of time is an outstanding achievement. “He now has my top spot for my youngest student to have ever 
achieved Grade 8 and I am very proud of him for that. I think it will take some beating. Oliver will no doubt in my 
mind go far with his music.” 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/1998/03/09/arts/music-review-budding-artists-for-city-opera-spring.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1998/03/09/arts/music-review-budding-artists-for-city-opera-spring.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vldLyZ_iiEk&feature=youtu.be
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 FUN AND GAMES AT INCLUSIVE          

SPORTING EVENT 
 Ten Year 12 students and five Year 8 students had fun 
and games at an inclusive boccia, basketball and   
dodgeball tournament at the Mowbray School, Bedale. 
The Year 12 students were making another step on 
their sports leadership journey and worked with pupils 
from Richmond, SFX, Mowbray and Springhill Schools to 
coach them through the different sporting                               
competitions, ensuring all had a positive experience. 
 
The Year 8 pupils achieved 3rd place overall. Grace                 
Stephenson and Cassius Lockwood gained us lots of 
points in the boccia tournaments giving us a great 
start.  Robert Brennan then made some amazing shots 
in the basketball, even getting the ball balanced on top 
of the rim when shooting! Harrison Walker and Kieran 
Haughie were star players all day but really took charge 
within the dodgeball tournaments, gaining us 3 wins 
out of 4 matches. 

STUDENTS MAKE IT A MEET TO REMEMBER 

Students enjoyed dipping into the heritage of Richmond Meet, to create a fabulous display that dates back to 
1898. The students took  photographs of each of the Meet badges for display over the festival weekend. They had 
the privilege of working with 127 badges with the more recent badges being displayed on the present                      
President’s chain.  The students are very grateful to The Richmondshire Museum, where staff have kindly                      
supported and encouraged students by giving access to the older badges in their possession. They are also most 
appreciative of the funding that the Richmond Meet provided for this project. 
 
The display of the pictures of all the Meet badges was on view in St Mary's Church, Richmond, throughout the 
Meet weekend for members of the pubic to enjoy. Corinne Alsop, the 2019 Meet President, said: “I was really      
excited when Mr Lunn contacted me and I immediately thought, let’s do it! The work the students have done is 
absolutely fantastic, I never expected 
this.  It’s brilliant that the display will be in 
the church and I will be very proud to see 
it during my Meet Service at 10:00 on 
Sunday 26th May.” 
  
Sarah Chaney, Year 7 student, concluded: 
“I’ve really enjoyed looking at all the 
badges,  learning how far back they go 
and how each President designs his or her 
own badge.” 

STUDENT LEADERS REPRESENT SCHOOL  AT 

ARMED FORCES DAY 

Year 10 students Finlay 
McKechnie and James 
Roberts were invited to 
represent Richmond 
School at the                           
Chairman’s reception to 
celebrate armed forces 
day. Many areas of the 
armed forces were rep-
resented and Cllr Jim Clark from North Yorkshire County 
Council thanked everyone for their contribution and 
emphasised how important military personnel and                    
military families are to North Yorkshire. 
  
Finlay was asked to carry the flag for the official                        
photographs and both students were a real credit to 
the school. There was much discussion about military 
bands, Finlay plays the saxophone, and James plays the 
saxophone and oboe, and they commented on how 
well supported they are at Richmond School for music.  
   
Ms Mannion, Careers Leader, added “It was good to be 
able to talk to the representative from Harrogate Army 
Foundation College about career paths, and this will 
help any students who are keen to go down this route 
for the future”. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

PRIMARY STUDENTS GET TO GRIPS WITH MATHS CHALLENGES 

Over 60 primary school students have tested their maths skills at challenge 
events. Under the watchful eye of twelve Year 10 helpers, the budding                           
engineers worked in teams of three to build and program a robot to clear a 1m 
square area of 100 Lego bricks in two hours. There were three awards won by: 
Richmond Trinity Academy (Best Teamwork), Bolton-On-Swale (Best Creative 
Story) and Richmond Methodist School (Best Robotics Solution). 
 
The second event, Maths24, was a mental maths competition for gifted and 
talented students where the objective is to calculate the number 
24 using all four numbers on special playing card. Years 5 and 6 
students from nine schools took part in this secondary transition 
event and the students really enjoyed competing on an                            
intellectual level.  Eleven Year 10 student leaders worked with 
the groups in this very popular event, now in its twelfth year at 
Richmond School. The competition was very close and it was                 
Wavell who won the competition, for the third year in a row. 

YEAR 6 STUDENTS ENJOY A TASTE OF LIFE AT SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Year 6 students have been given a taste of life at secondary school in a programme designed to ease 
the transition to the next stage of their education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were delighted to welcome feeder primary schools to give students an experience of what it’s like to be in Year 
7.  The students took part in a host of activities across a wide range of subjects and experienced many of the                   
routines of a typical school day. 

Assistant Headteacher Sandra Johnson, responsible for the organisation of the event, said: “We always look                     
forward to welcoming our prospective Year 7s for these Introductory Days. They are able to meet staff and                         
students and get a taste of what is on offer here. Spending three days with us really helps them adjust quickly to 
secondary school life when they join us in September.”  

One parent e-mailed: “We would like to say a huge thank you to you and your colleagues for your tremendous 
effort, energy and ingenuity over the last three days during the Year 6 induction period. Our daughter has had 
three of the most exciting yet reassuring days at your school. She knows where to get the bus from, she knows 
where her form class is, she knows the food is good and she is hugely excited about the wide array of subjects and 
lovely teachers! You have all set a high bar!”  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 YEAR 10 LEADERS EXCEL AT ATHLETICS EVENT 
Almost 300 pupils from eight local primary schools attended a Year 1-6 Quadkids Athletics School Games                   
competition hosted at Richmond School. The newly established Year 10 student leadership team supported the 
event by independently managing each of the four athletic events, which were vortex howler throw, standing long 
jump, sprint and run.  

The leaders’ performance was exceptional with many primary school staff commenting on them. Richmond                      
St. Marys Primary School said that the Quadkids event ‘has been the highlight of their sporting calendar this year’ 
and they attributed this to the high quality leadership from the Year 10 students. 

TRI GOLF FESTIVAL IS A HIT…….Tri Golf proved to be a huge success as we 

introduced it as a brand new event into the primary sport competition                       
calendar on Friday 21st June. Seven local primary schools attended the event                    
bringing a team of ten pupils (5 boys and 5 girls) from Years 4 and below. The pupils 
competed for points in 8 golfing activities but also gained bonus points for their 
‘skills for life’ which included their cooperation, motivation and respect.  

The event was supported by Year 10 and Year 12 students who added this event to 
their ever growing portfolio of leadership events.  

The top 2 schools then progress through to the North Yorkshire County final at 
Queen Margaret’s School in Escrick, York. 

RESILIENCE TESTED TO THE LIMIT DURING BRONZE DUKE OF EDINBURGH EXPEDITION 

Fifty-seven Year 10 students are currently working hard towards completing their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
award. The best-known element of the four sections to this qualification is probably the expedition where the 
students have to walk as a group along a planned route of between 15-20 kilometres over 2 days, camping                    
overnight whilst carrying everything they need including food and shelter from start to finish with them. 

After a busy residential training weekend at Marrick Priory and a practice expedition between Langthwaite and 
Richmond, the students have recently successfully completed their assessed expeditions in some tough weather 
conditions by walking from Reeth to Muker and back on both sides of the River Swale with an overnight stay at 
Usha Gap campsite. 

Teamwork and resilience are two of the school’s core values that these expeditions have tested to the limit at 
times and the students have really impressed their instructors and assessors in responding so positively to the 
physical and mental challenges they have 
faced. They may even have surprised 
themselves and their parents too! We 
now hope to see them all go on to                    
complete the other 3 sections of the 
award (Volunteering, Skill and Physical) 
with equal drive and determination. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 SHREK AND FRIENDS ARE ALL HEART 
A group of Year 9 and 10 students dressed up as characters from Shrek and, in doing so, raised £165.50 for the 
British Heart Foundation. Jack Gilpin, in Year 10, said: “I initially came up with idea of dressing up as Shrek as a 
way of raising money for charity, after we did the Waluigi Thursday event. However, the idea would never have 
been more than that without all the wonderful people who joined me as Shrek or Shrek-inspired: Edmund                   
Richardson (Y10) as Fiona, James Slater (Y9) as Donkey, Maciej Koltek (Y9) as a Mini Shrek and Nathan Rogers (Y9) 
as Puss In Boots. 
  
“We first decided to try to donate to the NHS because of all the 
hard work it does to us as a nation and how under –appreciated it 
is at times so we thought we would give back. We then went on to 
consider an area where we could make a difference and still                    
contribute to the NHS so in the end our fundraising went to the 
British Heart Foundation. We were delighted to raise £165.50 for 
the charity which is quite a substantial amount. As far as what we 
did in the day, we all attended lessons, following a normal day. 
During break we went around collecting money, generally raising the mood on a Thursday was a good feeling as 
well. Quite conveniently, we do have another fundraising event planned and that will be a students versus                               
teachers cricket match and we hope to raise another substantial sum of money at that event.” 

OUR VISION FOR RICHMOND 2020: A PLACE FOR EVERYONE 

Set up by Richmond’s Rotary club, Vision 2020 is an ongoing project fuelled by ideas from Richmond’s schools - 
both primary and secondary - with the aim of making Richmond a place for everyone.  
  
As the only school involved with a sixth form, our research focused primarily on 12-18 year olds. The results of a 
questionnaire, sent to Years 7-11 students and Sixth Form students, revealed three main problems which were 
raised repeatedly: the lack of student friendly social spaces, sporting facilities and public transport. 
  
On the 3rd of April, we presented our vision to the Council and the Rotary Club in the Town Hall. We discussed 
these problems and suggested solutions such as the use of The Old Grammar School, as an affordable and com-
fortable cafe, and a multi-use sports venue by the 
Batts. 
  
On the 18th June, we met with members of the 
Council and the Rotary Club to review and develop 
our ideas. Already, the matter of public transport is 
being addressed by the council, but the other                   
aspects of the project need more work. We will 
continue to work with younger year groups to                   
ensure the project carries on to make Richmond a 
place for everyone. By Faye McLean, Year 12 student 

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL: BOOK NOW WITH YES@RICHMONDSCHOOL 
Bookings are now being taken for next term's 'Activities for All'. Supported by the                      
National Lottery Communities Fund and organised by YESatRichmondSchool this term 
has seen pupils from settings across the local area enjoy extra curricular cycling, pilates, 
swimming and dancing. All students enrolled on the 'Cycling for All' course were able to 

ride by the end of the course. Parental feedback included 'friendly and helpful tutors.' 'It taught them some very 
practical and sensible cycling skills and encouraged them to participate in cycling further. They made good                          
progress.' 'It teaches them vital skills and confidence and it is delivered in a friendly, fun and no nonsense way. Both 
boys love it!' 
 
One parent wrote 'He enjoyed it a great deal. Went from no cycling at all to riding by himself - so proud.' 
 
Further details of how to book on to the courses are available on the website www.yesatrichmondschool.net or 
email Steffy Cappleman on yes@richmondschool.net  

http://www.yesatrichmondschool.net/
mailto:yes@richmondschool.net
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 RICHMOND SCHOOL TAKES CHARGE OF THE CHANGE 4 LIFE COUNTY FESTIVAL 

Richmond School took its Year 12 CTEC Sport Leaders to Queen Margaret’s School in Escrick to                   

take the lead on a Year 3-4 Change 4 Life County final.  

This event had 150 pupils from across North Yorkshire participating in a range of target 
zone activities, adventure activities and combat zone activities. Le Cateau Community                     
Primary School attended as the Richmondshire representative and did us proud.  

The festival is aimed at engaging pupils who are not already participating in a sport and as 
such there was an incredibly positive, friendly feel to the day. The Year 12 students were 
also asked to mentor other Sports Leaders from Askham Bryan College as they have                         
impressed the organisers on a previous occasion. 

The table below outlines the activity delivered by each leader: 

 

 

TARGET ZONE ADVENTURE ZONE COMBAT ZONE 

Archery Harry Needham Parachute Emily Treweek Dodgeball James Davidson 

Golf Andie Jones Obstacle relay Matthew Lambert Tag Attack Jess Johnson 

Football Sam Kettlewell Capture the Flag James Norman Beanbag 
games 

Mary Stones 

FUN IN THE SUN FOR KEY STAGE ONE! 

It was a gloriously sunny day for the Key Stage 1 fun run and games. Over 
300 students attended from six local primary schools and had a wonderful 
time. Reception through to Year 2 children took part in the fun run and 
games led by the Year 10 Sports Leaders.  Enthusiasm was high for all                 
involved and all ages and ability took part and thoroughly enjoyed                      
themselves.  Special thanks to the Year 10 leaders and also our Year 12 
leaders who were in charge of the start, stewarding and finishing line of 
the races -  a great team effort. 

Congratulations to the winners of each race: 

         Reception girls: Emily Rose, St Mary’s 

         Reception boys: Ozzie Neale, Bolton-on-Swale  
         Year 1 girls: Charli Ingham, Bolton-on-Swale  
         Year 1 boys: Joseph Judge, Brompton-on-Swale  
         Year 2 girls: Ruby Ford, Brompton-on-Swale  
         Year 2 boys: Archie Thomas, Bolton-on-Swale   
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SPORT 
 STUDENTS SKI TO SUCCESS AT SILKSWORTH 

 
The school ski team recently competed in a national club 
race at Silksworth in Sunderland.  James Norman (Y12), 
Archie Dolan (Y10), Henry Bushell (Y10), Ben Webster (Y13) 
and Hannah Goundry (Y10) joined 115 other competitors 
from all across the country. This was the first time racing 
for Archie, Hannah and Henry and they all finished with 
good times. It was James’ first race after a long absence 
and he finished in the top 10 racers in his category. Ben 
came 3rd and received an award. 
  
Congratulations to the team and we look forward to                           
receiving regular updates of their competitions throughout the year. The ski club are always looking for new                                
members.  They train on Tuesday evenings and if anyone is interested they are very welcome to come up to 
Silksworth for a taster session. Please contact Alison Brooks on  alison@rcdalton.co.uk or 07751 120424 for                  
further details. 

COUNTY CALLS FOR TOP FIVE FOOTBALLERS                                                                                        
Five talented footballers have sailed through the selection trials to win places in the U15 County team.  

Year 10 students, Ben Dale, Harris                      
McFarlane, Matty Callender, Max Booth and 
Sam Connolly are  delighted and honoured 
to have secured positions in the North                          
Yorkshire squad. They are looking forward to 
the series of  matches which will culminate 
in the Northern Counties Tournament at  
Middlesbrough Football Club. 
  
No strangers to footballing success, the                  
students all play in the school team, having 
recently won the Richmondshire and Hambleton area seven-a-side cup final, and also play for the area team. Ben 
Dale, Captain of both the Area team and the Richmond School squad, commented: “It is a privilege to be selected 
from the trial, with over 90 players attending.  I'm determined to work hard in the upcoming games to be chosen 
for the County squad into the U16 season.' 
  

SUCCESS AT SPORTS CONFERENCE FOR YOUNG LEADERS 

Fourteen young sports leaders recently attended a county sports leadership 
conference. The students received training in their choice of sport and then 
used this training to run and officiate a sports competition in the                             
afternoon for over 250 Primary school pupils from the surrounding area. The 
event was supported by The Youth Sports Trust and exceptional leaders 
were identified and rewarded with a Fitbit.  

One-hundred-and-thirty leaders were at the event and were competing for 
the prizes.  

Congratulations to our winner, Bobbi Brown, who was identified for her                      
exceptional Netball leadership.  

mailto:alison@rcdalton.co.uk
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 AREA CUP JOY FOR YEAR 10 FOOTBALLERS 

Our Year 10 football team is celebrating after a 5:1 victory secured the area cup.  After conceding an early goal, to 
make it 0-1 to Stokesley, Richmond responded almost immediately after a fantastic ball was whipped into the box 
by Sam Connolly which James Connelly headed home. James Connelly then got his second goal of the game to give 
Richmond the lead, and when Matty Callender spotted the Stokesley keeper off his line he made it 3-1, just before 
half time, with a great finish. Substitutes Archie Dolan and Max Hancock both got on the scoresheet in the second 
half meaning the game finished 5-1 to the hosts and gave the side their 4th area cup in 4 years at the school. 

Robert Fotheringham, team coach, comments: “It has been an absolute pleasure coaching the under 15 side this 
season. Their attitude and desire to improve as a team have been exemplary all year and I wish the boys every                 
success in the future.”  

 

LUKE CONTINUES WINNING STREAK AND 
IS GUEST OF HONOUR AT SILVERSTONE 

Luke was invited as a guest at the UK round of 
the  world rallycross meeting at Silverstone where his 
car was on show for thousands of spectators to look at.  

As Luke is leading both the national and the British                  
Rallycross Championships, winning all the rounds, he 
was a guest of honour on the Peter Gwynne                              
Motorsport stand.  James Constantine, Luke’s cousin, 
was also invited to the event. The weekend went really 
well with a huge number of visitors.   

Next stop for Luke are rounds three and four of the 
British Rallycross championship in Pembrey, South 
Wales – and we wish him all the best and hope he 
keeps up his winning streak.  

A HAT-TRICK OF AREA CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Richmond School 
had a very successful 
Richmondshire and 
Hambleton Area                     
7-a-side football 
tournament winning 
the Year 7, Year 9 
and Year 10                     
championships. 

With the Year 11s already crowned 7-a-side champions 
earlier in the year, Richmond nearly had a clean sweep 
of winning medals but in the Year 8 final versus                    
Northallerton College they lost 1-0 to finish the                   
tournament in second place.  The Year 7 team won 
their first piece of silverware at Richmond school                   
winning the tournament without conceding a goal.  The 
Year 9 squad also displayed great defensive work by 
not conceding a goal and were runaway champions 
having won every game on the day.  The Year 10 team 
also finished the tournament undefeated, winning by 
two points after drawing two games and winning the 
remaining five matches.   
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 THE STEPHENSON BROTHERS FOLLOW IN THE BROWNLEES’ FOOTSTEPS 

Brothers Jake and Charlie Stephenson are showing their mettle in a series of successes in local and national                      
triathlons, duathlons and cross-country events. Eighteen-year-old Jake and Charlie, fifteen, are excelling at an 
elite level and gaining a reputation as Richmond’s answer to The Brownlee Brothers.   
  
In the British Triathlon performance weekend at Loughbrough, 
Charlie was ranked 6th in youth and Jake was 23rd in the junior 
class. This was closely followed by the British Duathlon where 
Charlie took the youths’ silver medal, with Jake coming 4th in the 
juniors. Most recently Jake was delighted to win the Cleveland 
standard distance triathlon. The triathlon discipline is a                           
challenging combination of swimming, cycling and running and 
demands high levels of stamina and determination. In the youth 
category Charlie swims 400m, cycles 10km and runs 2.5km with 
Jake swimming 800m, cycling 20km and running 5km in the junior class. Jake and Charlie both competed at Leeds 
in June with Charlie coming home in 6th place in the youth age group and Jake coming 9th in the junior age group. 
  
The brothers run for the Richmond School cross-country team, as well as the county squad, with Charlie also a 
member of the Yorkshire team. In addition, they are both members of Richmond Zetland Harriers and Charlie 
was part of the Richmond Zetland Harriers team which won the Northern cross-country event.  Charlie’s list of 
competitions runs on to multiple events, including the London mini marathon representing the Yorkshire and  
Humberside team. Charlie’s next event is the school games triathlon in August when he will represent the North 
East Academy. 

LEADING THE WAY, COME RAIN OR SHINE! 
Our CTEC sport students are valuable to the smooth-running and success 
of our many primary sporting events.  Here Emily Treweek, Year 12                  
student and deputy headgirl, tells us how the role of Sports Leader                     
demands not just good leadership and communication skills but also a 
good sense of humour to cope with the ever-changing British weather! 
  
As part of our CTEC sport course we have many great opportunities to 
host and run sports events for multiple primary schools. We have to pull 
together as a team to do this whatever is thrown at us, including the 
bonkers British weather! We can have an event one week in the cold and 
wet, all layered up in our thermals and coats and then by the next week 
we will all be wearing our shorts and t-shirts, catching the sun! The photos of Andie and I show the cold, rainy Year 5 and 6 
rounders held just one week before a fun run in the sun! 
 
Regardless of the temperamental weather, these events are a privilege to run and I feel, help both us as the leaders and the 
children taking part to grow in confidence. The skills learnt through doing these events can be applied to many situations, not 
just in sport but general life too, making the events hugely beneficial. Emily Treweek (pictured on the left) 

INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL TRIUMPH 
Max Booth and Matty Callender, both Year 10 students, are celebrating after their team won an International 
Football Tournament.  They were part of the Darlington Quakers U15 football squad who travelled to Holland to 
take part in the 33rd Blauw Zwart U15s International Tournament.  Competing against twenty teams, including 
those from Holland, Germany and Denmark, Max and Matty played 
seven unbeaten games over two days, with the top two teams                   
playing in the final.  Darlington pulled out all the stops to get to the 
final against AFC Varde from Denmark. After going behind to an early 
goal, the team battled back and won the game 2:1, with Matty being 
crowned the tournament’s ‘Most Valuable Player’. 
  
In addition, to playing for Darlington, the boys are key players in the 
School U15 squad and they are also in the North Yorkshire County 
team. 
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 AN ALL-ROUND TEAM TO WATCH OUT    

FOR IN THE FUTURE 

The Year 7 rounders team recently competed in their 
first tournament at Thirsk School. It was their first    
experience of competitive rounders. They got stuck 
straight into the games and demonstrated some                  
excellent fielding skills. In their first game, against                
Bedale, they got the first 4 of their 5 batters out. There 
was some clever decision making when batting was 
demonstrated and they scored a comfortable 3    
rounders in their first game. 

As the tournament went on, there were lots of                 
changes and the girls responded well to position 
swaps and delivered some outstanding teamwork to 
get the opposition players out. Special mention to 
Chloe Knights on first base and Lottie Lister at second. 

All the games were captained by and the main                           
communication came through Katie Carruthers who 
stepped up as bowler and did a fabulous job in leading 
the team. Woman of the tournament has to go to Lara 
Jackson for her calm and collective decision making 
and accuracy in the back stop position. 

The girls won two games and lost two, finishing third 
out of five teams. This is a team to watch out for in 
the future! Well done ladies. 

YEAR 7 & 8 FOOTBALLING CHAMPIONS 
Congratulations to the 
super-7-a-side                       
footballers - Abbey 
Sankey, Connie Lord, 
Elsa Wright, Evie Gill, 
Faith Andrews, Lily     
Millar and  Maisy 
Forbes  who are the 
winners of the area 
tournament. No 
strangers to success, 
having already scooped the Year 7 5-a-side football                            
tournament early in the year, the girls were most certainly 
on a roll.  They worked well and the experience of Faith 
and Maisy, in Year 8, gelled them together even more.  
They played a round-robin tournament, competing 
against Bedale, Easingwold, SFX and Thirsk. They won    
every game up until their final where they conceded an 
unlucky penalty and only lost 1-0. Goal scorers were: Evie 
Gill (2), Faith Andrews (3) and Maisy Forbes (4). 
 
A massive well done for a fabulous result from a fabulous 
team. Special thanks to Mary Stones for helping out. 

GREAT EFFORT BY YEAR 9 AND 10 GIRLS’ FOOTBALL TEAM 
The combined Year 9 and 10 team played their last tournament of 

the year, working really well together and working hard for each 

other.  They won 3 games, lost 2 and drew 1, finishing 4th overall 

out of 7, which was a good, solid performance.  The team                  

consisted of Amy Potter, Amy Simpson, AnnaTallantire, Charlotte 

Tindale, Ellen Atkinson, Emma Scott, Isobel Brooks and Olivia 

Palmer. It was the last tournament for the Year 10 girls, Anna, 

Charlotte and Olivia.  Goal scorers were:  Amy Potter (3), Amy 

Simpson (1) and Olivia Palmer (2).  A great way to end the season 

and all the girls represented the school really well as always. 
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 FUN, GAMES AND GREAT TEAMWORK AT SPORTS DAY 

After a few dark clouds and spots of rain, early on Thursday 11th July, the sun finally came out                           
for Sports Day.  Students across Years 7, 8 and 9 competed in a range of track and field events                     

throughout the day, concluding with the thrilling team relays.   

7  White  were the winners in the Year 7 competition with a total of 226 points, with 7 Moore in 2nd (214) and             
7 Walker in 3rd (206). In the Year 8 competition,  8 Hughes were the champions for the 2nd consecutive year with 
251 points, with 8 Kellett  (216) and 8 Collier (213) in 2nd and 3rd respectively.  Finally 9 Wand were crowned Year                
9 champions, with 9 Thornton in 2nd and 9 Abbey in 3rd.   

Notable performances on the day came from Ussap Thapa winning the Year 8 boys 200m in 28.75, Ulamila                     
Turagavagone winning the Year 8 girls 100m in 15.07 and Aiden Smith winning the Year 9 boys 200m in 25.31. 

Special thanks to  Mr Stephenson,  Miss Thornton and Mrs Rodgers for their hard work working out the results                  
behind the scenes. 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO LOCAL BUSINESSES FOR WORK EXPERIENCE SUPPORT 
 
The School and Sixth Form College are extremely appreciative of the 
amazing support received from local businesses that enables our Year 
10 and Year 12 students to spend a valuable week on work experience 
each year.  The Richmond Business Network meets each month for a 
business breakfast meeting and this month the event was hosted in 
the Sixth Form bistro, providing a great opportunity for us to thank 
the businesses for their commitment to the work experience                        
programme.  Three students were invited to meet the guests and talk 
to them about their successful work experience placements.  Year 10 
students, Rowan Kodsi-Hall, Holly Brydon and Adam Dixon all                     
received exceptional feedback from their placements. 
 
Ms Mannion, Careers Leader, commented: "For the work experience programme to be a success, we rely on the 
goodwill of our partner businesses, and the contribution that our Year 10 and Year 12 students have made this 
term certainly makes it easier for us to build long term relationships with the different organisations. The                   
students were wonderful ambassadors for Richmond School."  

Rowan, Holly and Adam pictured with Liz Mannion, Careers 
Leader and David Gibson from Richmond Business Network 

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHERS GO DOWNSTREAM! 

Year 10 Geographers recently investigated 
changing downstream characteristics of the         
Arkle Beck in Arkengarthdale. With the                          
investigation designed and developed in lessons 
beforehand, the trip allowed students to collect 
primary data and to examine whether the                  
Bradshaw model was relevant to this location. 

Following Mrs House and Mr Hedley’s                      
demonstration of data collection techniques at 
the first site, students then worked in groups of 
12 to collect their own data at four following 
sites. They measured key aspects such as the 
wetted perimeter of the channel, average depth and average velocity of the water. 

On returning to school, the students presented, analysed and evaluated their data in preparation for their Year 11 
Unit 3 exam. All the students were an absolute credit to both the Geography department and Richmond School.  

STUDENTS LEARN VITAL FIRST AID SKILLS  

We were delighted to welcome Michelle Robinson from St John Ambulance who visited College to carry out first 
aid training with a group of Year 12 students.  The three-hour session covered a range of basic first aid including 
chest pain, communication and casualty care, primary 
survey, choking, resuscitation, severe bleeding and 
using an AED. The students involved are either                      
studying Health and Social Care, or aiming to develop 
a future career in the health service. They found the 
practical training both beneficial and enjoyable. 
 
The course was offered free to the students and we 
are very appreciative to York St John University for 
funding this initiative through the National                             
Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP). 
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TOP LINGUIST CAPTIVATES                                                 
A-LEVEL ENGLISH STUDENTS 

A group of A-Level English Language students were             
privileged to learn from one of the world’s leading                       
linguists.  The 15 Year 12 students were given the                      
opportunity to hear Professor David Crystal at a          
lecture in Reeth during the acclaimed Swaledale                     
Festival.     

Professor Crystal is a highly regarded linguist with 
over 100 books to his name and in his talk he spoke 
about British accents, their past, present and future. 

David Burton, Lead Teacher of English, had heard 
about Professor Crystal’s visit through the Swaledale 
Festival’s programme, and booked the tickets as soon 
as they went on sale, as so much of the material used 
in A- Level English has been written by Professor                    
Crystal. 

A-level English Language student Lucy Turner                              
commented: “Professor Crystal’s knowledge was truly 
beneficial for our English Language A-Level and to 
have him appearing in a local Reeth church was just 
too good to miss. I really enjoyed the talk because I 
have been looking into studying linguistics at                            
University next year.” 

YEAR 12 FOCUS ON PHILOSOPHY 

A group of ten Year 12 Philosophy students visited 
Leeds Trinity University for a Subject Focus Day.  

The purpose of the trip was to gain an understanding 
of the transition from A-level Philosophy to studying 
the subject at degree level. The day began with a                    
Philosophy tutorial delivered by one of the university’s 
lecturers. 

 The focus was on Political Philosophy and our students 
played a key role in the discussions, showing their                    
ability to think critically, which is such a key skill in this 
subject. 

After lunch and a tour of the campus, including halls of 
residence, the students’ union and sports facilities, the 
afternoon session focussed on applying to university. 
This is obviously on the minds of our Year 12 students 
at the moment and tips were given about the process 
and key issues such as financial management. Our                  
students got a lot out of the day and showed great                      
maturity throughout. 

PHILOSOPHERS HIGHLY COMMENDED BY SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY                                                                        

Congratulations to two of our Sixth Form Philosophers!  Emily Clay and Chloe 
McDowell voluntarily entered the annual Sheffield University Philosophy Essay                      
Competition.  

The aims of this prize are threefold: firstly, to widen interest in philosophy and in 
studying philosophy at university level among students who would not otherwise be 
exposed to the subject; secondly, to encourage ambitious and talented students 
considering applying to university to study philosophy; and thirdly, to recognize the 
achievements both of high-calibre students and of those who teach them. The                 
competition is run by the Department of Philosophy at the University of Sheffield. 
 
Emily’s essay was entitled “Is Time Travel Possible?” and Chloe’s essay analysed 
whether or not Utilitarianism was correct as a normative ethical theory. Both ladies 
were congratulated by the University for their excellent work and received a prize 
voucher, a “Highly Commended” certificate from the University’s Philosophy                              
Department, and a copy of Philosophy: A very Short Introduction to help in possible 
future philosophical studies. 
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THINKING PHYSICS AT NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY 
 Fourteen of our Year 12 Physics students enjoyed a taste of university at the Think Lab 
at Northumbria University, organised through NUSTEM. All of the students were able to 
carry out an investigation using radioactive sources to verify the inverse square law and 
an activity which modelled radioactive decay using the head on a measuring cylinder of 
beer.  
 
They were exemplary in their behaviour and successfully completed their investiga-
tions. In addition the students also had a guided tour of the University and Physics 
building with an undergraduate in Physics. Kate Turbull (Year 12 student) “Currently, 
we are studying nuclear physics in lessons, we have been looking at radioactivity and 
the safe working practices. The tour gave us a nice feel for the university as we did not 
only look round the physics labs but also ventured to the Student Union and the                       
library.”  

STUDENTS DEVELOP KEY ECOLOGY SKILLS 
Over the first weekend in July the Year 12 biologists stayed at East Barnby for the ecology field trip. We studied 
the effect of heather burning on the North York Moors, succession on South Gare sand dunes and rocky shore 
zonation at Runswick Bay. We were blessed with glorious weather and the 20 A-level biologists worked long into 
the evenings to develop key ecology skills. 

STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM THE BRILLIANT CLUB 

Eight Year 12 students have graduated from The Brilliant Club, following a 
four-month study programme specifically targeted to increase the number 
of pupils from state schools accessing top universities. The Brilliant Club is 
a charity that mobilises the PhD community to share its academic expertise 
with students through an engaging and challenging schedule of                             
activities.  The eight students, who all study A-level Mathematics, worked 
on a project titled ‘Nuclear energy: solution to future energy needs’.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Subin Pariyar, Brilliant Club graduate, said: “Our subject topic was very interesting and enriched our                                  
experience. As a whole, I thought that the process was very enlightening because we were taught by a PhD                  
student, Gary Linnett, who helped us to develop our skills in this given field. We learnt a lot of valuable                      
transferable skills including essay writing and referencing. It was a great opportunity to meet new people and 
visit universities and we are thankful for the opportunity The Brilliant Club has given us.” 

Between January and May the students worked with Gary Linnett, a PhD student at college, as well as attending 
university-style tutorials at The University of York. Gary’s research topic is chemical engineering for the nuclear                            
industry and he praised the attitude and commitment of the Richmond students. 

Mrs Newson, parent of one of the students, summed up the benefits of this initiative saying: “The Brilliant Club 
was a fabulous opportunity for James. It was interesting for him to experience university-level lectures, led by a 
PhD student, getting involved and being rewarded.  Standing up and delivering a speech made me feel a very 
proud mum, and increased James’ confidence. Thank you for giving him the opportunity to take part.” 



21 

21212121212121  

                                          

ACADEMIC 
 

OUR MATHEMATICIANS LEAD THE FIELD FOR SECOND YEAR RUNNING! 
  
For the second year running, a team of seven talented                           
mathematicians, from Year 7 to Year 10 led the way in a                   
North-East maths challenge that tests students’                                 
problem-solving skills and stimulates interest in maths. 

The students took part in different challenges set by Newcastle 
University, achieving an unbeaten two distinctions and five 
merits.  Each year, the university invites students from across 
the North East to tackle the latest version of difficult problems 
and challenges. This year’s set of problems were based around 
a chemical theme and the periodic table.  
  
Although many hundreds of students take part, only a few              
students are awarded merits and, fewer still, distinctions  
Around 4,000 students complete the challenge with only the 
best results submitted to Newcastle University. This year, there 
were 830 entries, with just 46 students receiving awards. For 
the second consecutive year, no school attained more merits 
and distinctions than Richmond School who scooped an                     
impressive haul of 15% of the total awards. 
  
The students had to tackle eight questions and write up their 
answers in a fully-worked, report-style format. Richmond 
School has a great mathematical tradition and students                      
regularly excel in competitions, and there continues to be great 
talent and potential within the school to continue this                        
excellence in future years. 
  
Philippa Kind, Year 7 award-winning  mathematician, concluded: “The maths challenge for me was certainly a 
challenge but one that I loved as maths is one of my favourite subjects. I found it fun to find different objects 
that I could use to help me solve the more difficult questions. I learned that determination pays off and if you 
keep trying you will succeed and feel a sense of achievement. I would definitely take part again next year.”  
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INSPIRING YOUNG ENGINEERS 
The year 7s spent a day being inspired by Engineering. 
The focus of the day was around energy for the future 
and after a variety of short tasks trying to find ways to 
reduce their energy consumption, the students were 
tasked to make an electric car travel a set distance. The 
students learnt about capacitors and then trialled a                      
variety of charges to make their car travel a distance of 
exactly three metres. A fantastic opportunity for all 
those involved especially as the movement towards 
electric cars grows ever faster! 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY SCHOOLS’ COMPETITION: LIVING ON MARS! 
  
Well done to Eve Sunter, Zack Ridley and Joel Nesbit, in Year 12, 
who successfully completed the challenges set up by the Royal                  
Society of Chemistry in the undergraduate laboratories at Teesside 
University. They took part in the North East heat of the Schools’ 
Chemistry Analyst competition, completing a variety of analytical 
tasks on determining the amount of iron and phosphate in Martian 
soil and identifying any amino acids that may be present. They used 
various techniques including titrations, colourimetry and thin layer 
chromatography. This was an exciting experience for the students 
who were competing against 10 other schools and colleges.  
 
Our congratulations go to Eve, Zack and Joel for doing so well and achieving 4th place in the competition. 

BRONZE AWARD FOR BUDDING CHEMISTS 
Congratulations to Year 8 
students, Beth Hutchinson, 
Diana Murray, Jake                        
Percival and Seth                       
Wilkinson, who won third 
prize at the annual                       
Chemistry Festival run by 
the Salters Institute in 
partnership with the Royal  Society of Chemistry and 
Newcastle University. 
  
In the morning, 17 teams from schools across the North 
East took part in a challenge to identify unknown salts 
using various analytical techniques including                             
chromatography and test tube reactions. In the                     
afternoon the teams had to devise a concoction of 
chemicals to produce a known volume of foam no 
greater than 50cm3 that could then be reproduced by a 
judge.   
 
Kevin Sandell, Chemistry Teacher, said: It was an                     
excellent day full of investigation and challenge, well 
done team!” 

STUDENTS PUT THEIR THINKING CAPS ON IN STEM WORKSHOP   

A group of Year 9 and 10 girls worked with local businesses to learn 
about future study opportunities and careers in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths.  The students participated in the STEM for Girls 
Workshop, in collaboration with North Yorkshire Business and Education 
Partnership (NYBEP). These workshops are part of NYBEP’s Women into 
STEM Initiative which aim to develop skill and inspire talent for                      
tomorrow’s workforce. 

The scheme supports employers in sharing good practice, resources and 
training to improve their confidence in engaging with female students to 
encourage their progression into STEM-based study and careers. 

The students worked in teams to complete a practical activity, designing and creating hats, using transferable skills 
which are useful for STEM.  They really enjoyed the practical activity with student Elizabeth McDonald exclaiming, 
“This is the best day of my life!” 
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 CHEMISTRY AT WORK 

Thirty Year  10 students had the opportunity to experience various aspects of Chemistry at work, from the study of 
glucose molecules in sweets to understanding why Saharan desert sand can appear on our cars. They also learnt 
that not all chemists wear a white coat; some in fact wear a parachute! A fantastic day at York University                            
in conjunction with the Royal Society of Chemistry and NYBEP. 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE OPEN DAYS 

A group of Year 12 students took part in a marathon road trip 
to attend the Open Days at both Oxford and Cambridge                        
Universities at the beginning of July. Staying overnight in                    
college accommodation in both cities the students had the              
opportunity to explore the departments and colleges in some 
glorious sunshine. It was extremely useful to be able to meet 
the tutors and current undergraduates and to get  honest                             
opinions on the different courses. There was a great                               
atmosphere in both cities as hundreds of prospective                           
applicants flocked to them with parents or teachers. Our                   
students made the most of all their time there and returned 
with some decisions made, some questions answered, some 
exciting merchandise - and sore feet!  

YEAR 7s ENJOY FABULOUS VISITS TO FRANCE 

This is the 24thth year in a row that we have taken groups out to the Opal coast and our two trips were hugely                 
successful. The students enjoyed an action packed week, starting with a guided visit of the historical port of Saint                    
Malo. The rest of the week included a trip to the aquarium, a treasure hunt, an afternoon at an Aquapark and a 
visit to Dinan, where students were able to interview local people in French. The week ended the week with a day 
in Disneyland, Paris.   

The students were once again a credit to themselves, their parents and the school and we hope that they look back 
in a few years time with very fond memories of their Year 7 visit to France. We would like to thank all students,                          
parents and staff involved in making these trips both happen and be successful. A special thanks to the school      
Trustees who have always generously supported our year 7 trips. 

Here are a few words from Connie Lord on her return from France: “I could not possible pick the best moment of 
the French trip because it was all so amazing! Although, there were some moments that I really looked forwards to, 
not any of them disappointed me. Wednesday, at Armoriparc was full of excite ment ( tree top net, bob sleigh,                    
pedalos, crazy golf and a huge slide). At the aquarium, we learnt so much about all the different marine species and 
even got to go on a submarine ride. On our final day, EuroDisney was too  muchfun for words!  
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UNIVERSITY COURSE FROM ART TO ZOOLOGY  
 

Over 120 Year 12 students attended UCAS Conventions, hosted at either Leeds or Sheffield University.  
 Students were able to meet representatives from universities throughout the UK, in addition to employers and                
apprenticeship providers. There were also seminars on Medicine, applying to Oxford and Cambridge, Natural              
Sciences, and Student Finance.  Students enjoyed seeing the universities all under one roof.  It will also help 
them to plan which open days to attend. 
  
Jess Corbett, who is interested in Art courses, commented on 
how much she liked the interaction with people on the                       
university stands. Suban Gurung said: “I would like to do a 
degree in Zoology and I talked to university staff to learn 
more.”  Ciaran Nolan added: “I’m looking into Media Studies 
and it was a great chance to see so many course options.” 
  
Ms Mannion, Careers Leader, commented: “Encounters with 
higher education providers are a key aspect of our careers 
strategy. The UCAS days are so valuable to our students to 
help with decision making.”  
  
Thank you to NCOP Higher York, Richmond School Trustees, and the Careers and Enterprise Company. These                        
partner organisations have sponsored the transport to UCAS events to enable so many students to benefit.  

YOUNG HISTORIANS ADOPT A SOLIDER 

The Green Howards Museum has invited students from Richmond School to become involved with their exciting 
project to refurbish their medal room.  The museum has over a thousand medals and the students have been asked 
to work with them on their fascinating collection of VC medals.  A number of schools have ‘adopted’ a soldier who 
received this prestigious award – the highest award for bravery that a British soldier can receive and then do some 
historical research using the artefacts and documents housed at the museum. 

A group of Year 9 students visited the museum with Mrs Mawer, the Lead Teacher of History, to find out more 
about the work of the museum and the medal room project.  They were treated to a fascinating tour of the                        
museum by Carl Watts, the museum’s educational officer and were especially interested in the artefacts from the 
world wars, including part of Hitler’s desk from his bunker in Berlin.  They then found out more about the project 
and the VC recipient Tom Dresser they are going to be working on.  Students were really excited to be given original 
documents from which to do their research.  These included photos, newspaper reports and an interview with 
Tom.  They were also able to handle an original First World War gun which was similar to the one that Tom had. 

The students came away with lots of great ideas about how to present their find-
ings on a large banner and were especially enthused with being ‘real’ historians for 
the morning and doing original research.  It was definitely a great opportunity for 
all those involved and we are all looking forward to see their finished work. 
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ACADEMIC 
 A GOOD DAY FOR DUCKS: THE YEAR 9 VISIT 

TO THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK 
 
On a very rainy day, 20 students from Year 9 visited the 
University of York for an insight into life at a top                           
university. The students learned about higher education 
and the courses on offer. They enjoyed a campus tour 
and found out about clubs and societies, had a talk about 
student finance, and met and talked to student                         
ambassadors. 
 
As well as being a Russell Group university, the York                 
campus is famous for its abundance of wildfowl,                         
many flocks of Greylag and Canada geese have made 
their homes at the university.   
 
Dominic Galloway said "I enjoyed seeing all the different 
departments at the university." James Abel-Smith went 
on to say: “It was great to see the campus and all the 
geese, and I liked learning about everything that you can 
do at university.” 
 
Ms Mannion, Careers Leader, said “The students had a 
taste of university life and were inspired to consider   
higher education in the future.  Everyone we met at the 
university commented on how positive and enthusiastic 
Richmond School students were. Thank you to Higher 
York (NCOP) for sponsoring the trip, and to Emma                    
Thomason who organised and ran the day.” 
 
A little-known fact is that everyday someone at the                    
university takes a picture of the ducks on campus and 
posts it on twitter. If you’d like to find out more click on 
the links  
https://twitter.com/duckoftheday?ref_src=twsrc%
5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor or 
http://www.duckoftheday.co.uk/ 

 

A GREAT GREENPOWER GO-KART RACE 

Mr Braham and ten budding Engineers took Richmond 
School’s all-electric Greenpower go-kart to Croft for 
the North East Regional Heat of the Greenpower                  
go-kart event.  

The Greenpower event is a national competition with 
various heats across the country. Students design and 
build their own all-electric go-kart and race in two 
1hr30min races against other schools. The winner is 
the most efficient go-kart, covering the longest            
distance in the time. The event encourages students to 
think about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) in a real-life event.  

This year, the go-kart had minimal improvements                   
other than an overall service and some slight tweaking 
to the gearing and power output. The go-kart finished 
in its highest position of 4th out of 27 go-karts and                   
covered an average of 28.7 miles over the two races – 
only 1.2 miles from 3rd place. Unfortunately this did 
not mean a podium place for either race, but students 
were pleased with the reliability of the Go-kart and 
the distance it covered. 

The students involved were fantastic, worked incredi-
bly well as a team and were a credit to the school. 
They were also not afraid to get ‘stuck-in’ and prepare 
the go-kart for each race. 

https://twitter.com/duckoftheday?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/duckoftheday?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.duckoftheday.co.uk/
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ACADEMIC 
 FOCUS ON GERMAN! 
Since becoming a Pasch Schule earlier this year students of German at Richmond School have had the                           

opportunity to apply for a number of fantastic linguistic opportunities in Germany.   
 
This summer sees  Max Collins ( Year 11) and Adam Dixon ( Year 10) taking part in a 3 week Goethe Institut                  
language summer school in Aachen. Each year we, as a school, are able to send 2 students to this intensive 
course  and we look forward to hearing all about it when they return - (auf Deutsch natürlich!!- in German of 
course) . 
 
We are also delighted to announce that two of our 
Year 10 students, Frankie Stephen and Olivia                     
Palmer have been selected to take part in a week 
long  football and German international project in 
association with the German football club St Pauli in 
Hamburg. The competition for the 20 places                       
available was quite fierce across schools in our 
Pasch network, so many congratulations to both of 
them on being successful.  
 
We also have 11 students from Years 8-11 who have 
sat the internationally recognised exams  Fit in 
Deutsch level A1 and level A2 in July and we wish 
them every success. These qualifications will be 
offered in school every year.   

GUTEN TAG! 

The German department was delighted to 

welcome Richmond Methodist School for a 

fun morning of German learning. For many 

pupils this was their first exposure to the 

German language and they all did really 

well, smiles were abundant.  

The day started by learning and practising 

greetings in the hall including singing the 

song 'Hallo , Guten Tag!'  and this was then 

followed by a carousel of activities to learn 

numbers, sports and menu items. The 

morning concluded with a team game of 

Kahoot using the Goethe Insitut donated                  

I-pads and a whole group dance                             

perfomance to  Der Loewe schlaeft heut' 

Nacht ( the lion sleeps tonight) All the                  

pupils participated enthusiastically in the 

activities  ably supported by our  Year 10 

student leaders who played an integral part 

in the success of the morning.  

As a language department we hope to run 

similar events for Year 5 primary school 

students every year.  
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ACADEMIC 
 AN EMOTIONAL VISIT TO AUSCHWITZ 

This year we have been fortunate enough to be selected to take part in the ‘Lessons from 
Auschwitz’ programme.  It is a project consisting of a four-part course that’s based on the 
idea that ‘hearing is not like seeing’ and the importance of rehumanising the Holocaust.   

Prior to the visit to Poland, we attended a seminar in Leeds where we had the opportunity 
to meet Eva Clarke, a survivor of the Holocaust, who told us her tragic family’s story and 
experience. This helped us gain a better understanding of life before and after the                            
Holocaust and let us hear of a personal experience rather than a statistic. This seminar also 
involved us working with students from other sixth forms and colleges from around                     
Yorkshire. 

On our day visit to Poland we visited a market square in Oswiecim, here we discussed                       
pre-war Jewish life and found it shocking to learn that despite their central involvement of life in the town before 
the war.  From there we visited ‘Auschwitz’ which was a mentally emotional experience. We learned that this camp 
was for a range of people from political prisoners to priests. It was particularly striking to see the displays of shoes, 
hair, combs and crockery which had been taken from the Jews when they first arrived at the camp. It was here 
where the idea of ‘dehumanisation’ was particularly started as the stripping of the possessions from the Jews signi-
fied the stripping of their identity and individuality as soon as they 
entered the camp. This made us reflect as we walked through the 
halls in silence as we had no words to explain what we felt. 

We then visited Birkenau, which was the camp that mainly held Jews 
and it is estimated that 1.2 million people died here alone. The    
bleakness of the site was particularly harrowing. The guide explained 
that there were kilometres of land being used in the camp and we  
truly learned and understood the enormity and scale of the Holo-
caust. We concluded the day by looking at photographs that  victims 
had packed and we took part in abeautiful memorial service that      
included the lighting of candle and a short talk and prayer by the       
rabbi which was of great comfort.  

Following our trip to Poland, we have begun our follow-up work to share our experiences with the wider school.  
We have been into Year 9 History lessons and talked with students about what we learnt and are planning to share 
people’s stories throughout the school in an attempt to rehumanise the victims. 

 Bermet Stephenson and Toby Rutter, Year 12 students 

A TASTE OF SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 

The Sixth Form welcomed Year 11s from the area to experience life as a student in higher education.  Over the 
two days, the students had the opportunity to attend taster lessons 
from maths to performing arts.  As well as taking part in these                  
subjects the students also had the chance to try out enrichment                   
activities, everything from making music videos in Media to cooking 
in Food Tech.  

Over the taster days, the students also took part in team building 
which allowed them to get to know those who  will be joining them 
in September.  

The highlights of the day included dance and samba, which really 
showed the energy of Richmond Sixth Form.  

The day wouldn’t have been possible without the Year 12                               
ambassadors offering their help in subjects as well as running some 
of the enrichment opportunities available to the students. The Year 
12s offered advice to the Year 11s on what the sixth form is really 
like and what they should expect if they come here.                                                                 
      Megan Nasby, Year 12 student 
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ACADEMIC 
 

A FOND FAREWELL TO OUR LONGEST-SERVING TEACHER    

Julie Nicholson began her teaching career at Richmond School in 1979 and forty years later in 2019 she 

has just closed it making her the longest serving full time teacher at Richmond School 

Julie has been a vocal and practising advocate for teaching food based courses at Richmond School. Her work in 
the Design and Technology department included Home Economics CSE and ‘O’ Levels in the eighties and more 
latterly GCSE and A-level units. 

Julie has served Richmond School with passion and honesty. Her former students will remember her                       
straightforward and clear approach to the lessons and former colleagues have benefited from the knowledge 
and skill that Julie has been able to pass on to them. 

We are grateful for Julie’s unfailing long-term commitment to her role in the school and as she retires at the end 
of this term and we wish her many happy years of retirement.  

 AMELIA WINS ROLE IN FIRST-EVER JACQUELINE WILSON FILM 

Amelia Woodward’s passion for Jacqueline Wilson’s books has led to her starring in the eagerly-awaited film                 
adaption of Four Kids and It.  Amelia, Year 10 student, is an avid reader and a regular visitor to bookshops in                         
Richmond.  A recent purchase included a competition by Puffin 
Books to win a part in the new Jacqueline Wilson film and Amelia 
was delighted to be the lucky winner! Due for   release in the                 
Autumn, the film is anticipated to be a huge hit. 

Amelia, with Mum Wendy, headed to London, on an all-expenses 
two night stay, to shoot the film’s final scene, where Amelia had a 
small speaking role interacting with the main cast. She worked 
alongside the four children, who are the leading characters in the 
film, in the role as a passenger in a tube station, with the children 
running past her heading for an escalator.  The film has an all-star 
cast, including Michael Caine, Russell Brand and Michael Goode, as 
well as a cameo from Jacqueline Wilson.  Amelia really enjoyed 
spending time with the actors and crew and was made to feel very 
much part of the cast. She has some incredible memories that will 
and was also over the moon to be given Jacqueline Wilson’s                     
autograph. 

Amelia’s story has been featured in the local press and she was 
interviewed about her experience on BBC Radio Tees. 
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ACADEMIC 
 RICHMOND SCHOOL VALUES STUDENT LEADERS 

 

Earlier this year, student leadership opportunities were extended to include Year 10 students as                    
well as student leaders from Richmond Sixth Form College.  Saul Tuite and Alana Hodgson,                           

Headboy and Headgirl, are working closely with the twenty-seven Key Stage 4 student                                    
leaders to develop their leadership potential and organise some fund-raising events.                                            

Since they were appointed in February, the student leaders have taken an active                                              
role in school improvement planning for next academic year.   

 

Lead Learning Manager, Sam Weston said: “The student leaders are absolutely fabulous and are really stepping up 
to the plate by making a genuine contribution to school improvement and getting involved in a wide range of                         
activities, such as:  delivering assemblies, taking visitors on tours of the school, contributing to planning meetings, 
helping at Year 6 transition events as well as planning and organising their own events.  I’m really proud of this 
group of students who are excellent role models who exemplify our school values every single day.” 

 

When the prospect of student leadership was launched to Year 10, it received many strong applications. Out of 
these, 27 were selected to withhold the school values and assist the teachers with maintaining a good relationship 
between students.  

We aim to be ambassadors for the school, help younger students to feel more at ease in the school environment 
and inform students of current issues we feel need to be addressed via assemblies and tutor time resources. We 
aim to meet every week in smaller groups to discuss plans such as quizzes, to gather more information on the                    
students’ views of school and helping with Year 6 transition events.  

The future seems promising as we currently talk of plans to hold more charity events and a showcase event to                   
display the school’s very best assets. 

 

Florence Hall and Katie Rawson, Year 10 Student Leaders 
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ACADEMIC 
 FOCUS ON STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

 

TAKING THE LEAD…..Twenty six students successfully applied to be Sixth Form Student Leaders for 2019-20. 

From these students, some applied to be senior students and we are delighted to announce that Alana Hodgson 
was appointed as Headgirl, Saul Tuite as Headboy and Jack Eddy, Faye McLean, Subin Pariyar and Emily Treweek 
were appointed as deputies.  

All 26 students will work as ambassadors for the School and Sixth Form in a variety of roles, giving our students a 
voice in decision making. They will also mentor and support the Key Stage 4 Student Leaders to encourage a high 
level of interaction with the rest of the school. Their work allows them to learn how to effect positive change 
and take on roles of responsibility to prepare them for life beyond College.  

YEAR 12 STUDENT LEADER CONFERENCE 
Sixth Form Student Leaders took part in a conference                      
designed to challenge their thinking about what makes a good 
leader and who they admire. The conference involved a              
reflection on leadership styles and students thought about their 
own traits and qualities. Lively discussion followed as students                
developed an action plan to put their ideas into practice. We 
look forward to working together to continue to improve the 
Sixth Form, the wider school and strengthen links with the                     
community. 
 
The training was delivered by Andy McCarthy, a member of the 
Local Governing Board with expertise in Leadership in              
Education. Charlotte Wardle Deputy Headteacher, Leslie                    
Richardson, Head of Sixth Form, and Sally Byrom, Lead                      
Learning Manager. 
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PROMS 
 A WONDERFUL EVENING AT THE YEAR 13 PROM 

Richmond Sixth Form College said a very fond "Goodbye and Good luck"  to                                 
Year 13 students at their Prom. The Prom, hosted at the Morritt Arms at Greta 

Bridge,  marked the end of two years of staff and students working together. The                   
evening was a great success with a welcome from the Headboy, a formal meal,                               

a live music performance from two students and much dancing.   
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PROMS 
 STAFF SURPRISE STUDENTS WITH LIVE LEADERS’ VIDEO PERFORMANCE 

 
It was a night to remember for the students at the 
Year 11 Prom, with all the glamour, glitz and                  
pizazz of the Moulin Rouge, stunning dresses, 
sharp, swanky suits and bags of fun. However, it 
was a cleverly-crafted and executed surprise that 
made this night extra special and unique!  

Staff had been working behind the scenes to                  
create the eagerly-awaited leavers' video and the 
germ of a genius idea took shape and quickly 
turned into reality - the final scene of the video 
would be filmed live, on stage, at the Prom. It was 
a risk, but the staff pulled it off, with a polished, 
energy-rich performance - Richmond School has a 
cast of The Greatest Showman that Hugh Jackman 
would be proud of!   The film was choreographed by Lead Dance Teacher, Danni Fox, with Jenna Potter, 
Headteacher, stepping up to the lead role, supported by a team of staff who danced, juggled, hula-hooped,                 
can-canned and cart-wheeled: this was a colourful, action-packed and often hilarious interpretation of The 
Greatest Showman, ready to enjoy at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD7HbBVHzH8 

The video was directed by Sam Weston, Lead Learning Manager, and Emma Dunwoodie,  Assistant Headteacher. 
The filming was in the professional and creative hands of  Adam Boulton-Lear, Lead Teacher of  Media Studies, 
with fantastic editing, culminating in the daring live finale, which totally stunned the 201 Year 11 Prom-goers - it 
was a surprise that had been kept under wraps and had an enormous impact and fabulous audience reaction, all 
captured on the film.  Sam Weston commented: "Staff have put  a huge amount of hard work into the video, 
practising in their own time to perfect the routines. Their dedication has been amazing and shows how much 
they respect and value the students to make their last few hours at Richmond School unforgettable." 

Once the excitement from the live performance died down it quickly built up again for the Prom 
Awards. Students were nominated by staff for awards that were based around the school's values of creativity, 
excellence, independence, respect, resilience and teamwork.  In addition, a special accolade was awarded for 
Sports Personality of the Year, won by Josh Coburn, who has secured a scholarship with Middlesbrough Football 
Club. 

Jenna Potter, Headteacher, concluded: "The Prom was a superb, celebratory evening for our students and the 
staff were honoured to make it even more special for them - I have never heard of a school including live footage 
of the Prom within a leavers' video, it was a fabulous yet risky undertaking, but the result was incredible and I 
am so proud of everyone for pulling it off in such 
style!" 
 
If you haven’t seen the video then do take a look 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VD7HbBVHzH8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD7HbBVHzH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD7HbBVHzH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD7HbBVHzH8
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PROMS 
 GLAMOUR AND GLIZT AT THE YEAR 11 PROM 

Year 11 students enjoyed an evening of glamour, glitz and pizzazz of the Moulin Rouge, 
with stunning dresses, swankie suits and bags of fun.  
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END-OF-YEAR HIGHLIGHTS 

B Team 

A Team 

As a very busy and successful school year draws to a close, please enjoy looking back at                         

some of the many highlights of 2018-2019.  

Jenna Potter, Headteacher 
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END-OF-YEAR HIGHLIGHTS 

B Team 

A Team 

BREAKING NEWS! 

Hot off the press sporting                       
highlight: Congratulations to 

the Year 10 cricketers  who had 
a resounding victory in the                   
Area Cup Final  - Richmond                        

156-2 with Wensleydale 92 all 
out.  Alex Percival was crowned 

man of the match. 
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July                                                                                                                             
Friday 19th   School closes, last day of term 

 

September                                                                                                                     
Wednesday 4th  School opens  

Thursday 12th   Presentation Evening 

Thursday 19th   Year 6 Open Evening 

 

October                                                                                                                     

Thursday 10th   Sixth Form Open Evening 

Friday 25th   School closes   

 

November                                                                                                                   
Monday 4th   School opens 

Friday 29th   Training day 

 

December                                                                                                                   

Thursday 12th   Christmas Concert 

Thursday 19th   Carol Service 

Friday 20th   School closes 

 

January                                                                                                                  
Monday 6th   School opens 

 

DIARY DATES 

T:  01748 850111    |    E:  admin@richmondschool.net      |     W: richmondschool.net 


