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Don’t miss the review of 

our wonderful          
Christmas Music on                   

pages 2-3 

Welcome to our December Newsletter - Well,                       

Christmas is here and it really has been a time for thinking of                   
others and 'giving' at Richmond School.  We firmly believe that it is 
a vital lesson in life to appreciate the pleasure that helping others 
can provide.  First and foremost, I have to mention Evie Davison, in 
Year 9,  who has been working as a volunteer for the                                
Hambletonshire Foodbank and brought an appeal in to school to 
great effect.  Both Eve Walker, in Year 13, and Ewan Thompson, in 
Year 7, have decided to shave and cut their hair for Dementia UK 
and Alzheimer’s and if you take a look at our community pages, 
you’ll find many more acts of goodwill and kindness from our                    
students. As usual, the staff Christmas Jumper Day in aid of Save 
the Children was a huge success and the raffle will be drawn on 
the last day of term.  
 
Our pride in music really comes to the fore at this time of year and 
we have been absolutely bowled over by the quality of our festive                           
performances, which have been plentiful - the concert band                       
playing as the Christmas lights were switched on in Richmond, the 
Mayor's concert, the school Christmas concert, the visit to Garget 
House and finally the superb carol service at St Mary's Church, 
which is always the perfect lead in to Christmas.  I would like to 
thank all the young musicians, their families and, of course, our 
Music staff for the huge effort that goes into making the Christmas 
period so special in our school. 
 
On the academic front, the Year 11 students have achieved some 
really excellent results in their PPEs and are now heading towards 
their final term of GCSE work before their GCSEs begin in May.  We 
wish them well as they begin to prepare in earnest for these very 
important examinations.   In Year 13, university interviews are 
starting to take place.  We are so lucky to benefit from such a wide 
network of alumni, former colleagues and other community                     
contacts and have been able to offer high-quality preparatory                         
interviews, which are such a help for our students. Fingers crossed 
to all involved - we look forward to hearing about offers being 
made in the new year. 
 
I cannot believe it has been two years since I took over the                     
headship of Richmond School.  It has genuinely been a joy to work 
in such a lively, positively-focused and highly-productive                               
organisation and the time has really flown by.  I would like to 
thank all parents, carers and members of our community for their 
ongoing support and wish everyone a very happy Christmas and 
new year. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jenna Potter, Headteacher 

Our Year 7 English students had a true 
taste of Victorian England, turn to 

page 22 for more on this news. 

Girl power!                                                             

A tremendous turnout for our rugby 

squad is reported on page 15 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
  A CRACKER OF A CHRISTMAS CONCERT! 

 
Students brought a cracker of a Christmas concert to school and made sure the audience were very much in the 
festive mood after being treated to a fabulous musical feast. 

The Yuletide extravaganza featured 18 numbers from a wide range of ensembles.  The jazz band, concert band, 
symphony orchestra and choir demonstrated the versatility of the larger groups. The jazz band opened the                  
concert with a lively, toe-tapping medley called “Big Band Christmas II”which really set the scene. The choir sang 
an enchanting piece called “Abendlied” which they performed with great sensitivity and beautiful                        
harmonies.  The audience were enthralled with the symphony orchestra’s rendition of “Scene 1 from Swan 
Lake” and thoroughly enjoyed joining in with the “Schneewalzer”, with help from Jenna Potter, Headteacher, 
who led on the German pronunciation!   The concert band played “Starry Night” and “Jingle Bells”giving the                  
audience more opportunities to sing along. 

The concert also showed off the tremendous talents of many smaller bands and soloists within the school who 
performed an engaging mix of Christmas pieces from “Band Aid” to “Merry Christmas Everyone”.  A highlight of 
the evening was the sousaphone which has been kindly funded by the school trustees. Our thanks, as always, go 
to the performers, the back-stage crew and staff, with a special mention for Mr Boyd and Mr Millman who went 
the extra mile to deliver such an exceptional concert. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE COMMUNITY AT CHRISTMAS 

LAST CHANCES TO ENJOY CHRISTMAS MUSIC BY OUR TALENTED STUDENTS  
Our Carol Service will be held at 6pm on Thursday 19thDecember in the beautiful 

setting of St Mary's Church, Richmond. The service will involve musical                       
items from the symphony orchestra, concert band and choir, as well as                             

congregational singing and lessons.  Tickets are not required.  
OR 

Come along to Tesco, Catterick Garrison, between 11am and 4pm on                                          
Saturday 21st December to hear our musicians entertain the shoppers! 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

ALANA QUALIFIES FOR 2020 WORLD IRISH DANCING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Congratulations to our Headgirl, Alana Hodgson, who has qualified for the 2020 World 
Irish Dancing Championships which will be hosted in Dublin in April. 

Alana was selected following her tremendous performance in the recent Great Britain 
Championships and North East Regional Qualifiers.  Alana was placed 1st in the                      
regionals and achieved her personal best of 13th place at the national                                     
championship.  She qualifies in Dublin at both events in the Under 19 ladies category. 

Alana, who is busy studying for her A-levels next year, manages to fit in an incredible 
amount of training. She travels to the Phoenix Academy of Irish Dance in Manchester 
every weekend and also dances at a school in Leyburn each week. In addition, Alana is 
preparing for her Grade 8 ballet examination in the summer, as well as doing daily 
stamina and flexibility training. 

Alana said: “I was so happy to have finally won the regionals after coming 2nd and 3rd multiple times, as I’ve 
been competing at it since I was 8. It might be my last year dancing in the North East region so I really wanted 
to win my last one.” 

WEST SIDE STORY - FULL CAST LIST REVEAL AFTER CHRISTMAS  
Thats a wrap! Our workshop-style audition process has now come to a close. It has 
been a creative term for the school production with workshopping dance, drama 
and singing for students to showcase their talent in a stress-free audition process. It 
has been a privilege to watch students from all year groups work together to create 
some amazing ensemble work. Our students have been dedicated to our eight-week 
process and have shown great commitment.  
 
Stephen Birdsall, Drama Teacher, commented:“I have thoroughly enjoyed the workshops as they have enabled us 
to uncover some hidden talent and confidence from those who wouldn't necessarily put their name forward for a 
traditional audition.”  
 
Roles have been taken by students across all Year groups; Adam Graham, Henry Wright and Jenna Rushforth 
(Year 7), Anna-Rosie Hall and Jasmine Akin (Year 8), Maisie Forbes and Jamie Gilpin (Year 9), Georgie O’Reilly 
(Year 10), Adam Dixon, Florence Hall, Grace Morris and Evie Dobson (Year 11), Abbey Charles, Archie Forbes and 
Unity Shrimpton (Year 12) and Saul Tuite, Issy Walton and Eva Midgley (Year 13), to name a few.  
 
Stay tuned for our grand launch and full cast list with details after the Christmas break.  

STUDENTS ENJOY FABULOUS PERFORMANCE OF BLOOD BROTHERS 
Tuesday 3rd December saw the drama department take 102 drama students to watch Willy Russell’s powerful and 
hugely emotional “Blood Brothers”. There was a fantastic mix of students from Years 7 to 13 which included                   
current GCSE and Performing Arts students, as well as future students of the course. It was lovely to see our                 
younger students engaging with our GCSE cohort having in-depth conversations on the work that they saw and 
them being inspired to take their love for the subject further. 
 
Students watched the outstanding performance to gain a further insight to the set text that they study for their 
written exam.  Stephen Birdsall, Drama Teacher, said: “It was a pleasure to take this number of students who                 
behaved impeccably throughout the entire trip and were in absolute awe of the 
production. All students felt every emotion of the play from laughing to feeling 
empathy to the inevitable ending which saw many of us in floods of tears.”  
 
The students have gained great knowledge and understanding now having seen 
the play which will set them in good stead for their GCSE examinations.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

RESTART A HEART TRAINS 196 YOUNG LIFESAVERS 

Once again, Richmond School has participated in this amazing and potentially life-saving event. We were joined 
by 13 members of the emergency services – several of whom had grabbed a quick breakfast after night shifts and 
come straight over to train our young people. 

This is always a great day and Wednesday 16th October was no exception. 
Eight Year 8 tutor groups were joined by six CTEC Sport sixth formers 
which means that in total there are another 196 trained young lifesavers 
in our communities. 

Well done everyone! And a huge thank you to all those emergency service 
representatives who, year after year, give up their free time to make this 
day such a success. 

 A SPOOOOOOKY WEEK IN SIXTH FORM! 

Our students had a spooky few days in the Sixth Form College during Halloween, with some great costumes and 
ghoulish decor in the bistro, as well as a great bake sale. 

Saul Tuite, Headboy, said: "After the success of last year's well-received Halloween event it became clear to us 
that celebrating the holiday was something we could make a tradition in 
the sixth form. For this reason, we planned and ran the day taking all of 
the successes of last year's event and improving them for this year.  
Through this we have raised £80.  

“The sixth form student leadership team will decide who will benefit 
from the money raised. We have a lot of ideas and are hoping to keep 
these events going over the next year and beyond." 

RESTART A HEART STUDENTS PRAISED FOR THEIR ENTHUSIASM AND MATURITY 
 

We are always immensely appreciative of the team of volunteers who support our students with the Restart A 
Heart initiative each year.  These wonderful community champions give up their time to be First Responders with 
the Yorkshire Ambulance Service and pass on their knowledge to our Year 8 students. Our students get so much 
from this programme, not only learning vital first-aid skills but also finding the event enjoyable and inspiring. It is 
therefore really lovely to receive feedback from the instructors about their experience.   
 
Steve Wroe, First Responder and Retired University Lecturer and OFSTED 
inspector commented: “I had the pleasure of working with your school in 
my capacity as a 'First Responder' with the Yorkshire Ambulance Service at 
the recent Restart A Heart day, which you school very kindly hosted. 
 
“I would be grateful if you could pass my thanks to those pupils who                 
participated in this event. I would like to compliment your pupils on their 
enthusiasm, maturity and behaviour throughout the day. Sadly these days, 
young people often come in for undeserved criticism and I feel that the 
achievements of young people should be praised when appropriate and I 
feel that this is one such occasion when praise is well deserved.” 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 RYAN ROCKS OVER £900 FOR FLOOD FUND 

 

Congratulations to Ryan Atkinson, in Year 11, who has helped his local 
community to the tune of £910 to support the flood appeal in 
Arkengarthdale and Swaledale. Ryan is the extremely talented drummer 
in the four-piece rock band  'Feedback'.  The group was due to perform 
on the prestigious stage of the Ard Rock mountain bike event which 
attracts thousands of people to Swaledale each August. 

Following the flash floods which devastated much of Arkengarthdale and lower Swaledale at the end of July, the 
Ard Rock festival was cancelled.  Ryan and his friends wanted to support the community and what better way than 
to do a gig and donate the proceeds to the flood appeal.  Ryan worked alongside his Dad, Trevor, to  make all the                
arrangements for the concert and enrolled two friends, Katie and Lewis to be part of the line-up. 

Ryan and fellow group members, Harriet, Oliver and Kirsty, attend the Hub in Barnard Castle who provided                    
technical support for the event.  The venue, Reeth Memorial Hall, kindly waived the booking fee and a number of 
businesses and individuals sponsored the concert and donated raffle prizes. The playlist included songs from                      
legendary bands such as ACDC, Arctic Monkeys, Blur and Judas Priest and Feedback performed every one with great 
enthusiasm. Reeth Memorial rocked like never before! This may have been Feedback's first gig but it certainly 
won't be their last,  this is a band to watch! 

The proceeds from the concert have been donated to the Two Ridings Community Foundation which is making                    
financial awards to households and small businesses affected by the floods. Ryan said:"The floods have had a                     
devastating impact on the area and many of my friends and family have been affected. It has been a massive blow 
to the community and local businesses with so much income lost over the summer.”  

Ryan's Dad, Trevor, added: "We started planning the gig as purely a fundraiser but as things progressed we decided 
it could be more than that. We kept ticket prices low to encourage young people to attend the event and                           
experience live music. Hopefully some of them will be inspired to pick up an instrument and give it a try. I am super 
proud of all the youngsters that took part, their technical ability shone through in every track. Many thanks to all                            
involved." 

STRICTLY FAB-U-LOUS DANCING BY PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS!  

Schools from across the area were welcomed to Richmond School and taken straight onto the dance floor where 
a group of Year 12 CTEC Dance students led them in a fun, comprehensive warm up. The school dance groups 
then followed a rotation of activities for the rest of the morning which included a technical rehearsal on stage, a                      
lecture demonstration from the Year 13 CTEC dancers and optional make-up class and a private rehearsal with a 
Year 12 coach, all before lunch! 

Once lunch was out of the way, all of the schools joined together in the hall ready for the full dress rehearsal               
before parents and grandparents arrived for the final show. It was a fabulous celebration of dance which saw 
pupils from Years 1-6 taking part and pupils from Years 7-13 supporting the event and helping out.                                     
Congratulations to Richmond Methodist, Le Cateau, North and South Cowton and Trinity Academy Middleton 
Tyas for taking part and producing an outstanding performance, with specific awards going to the following 
schools; 

Best choreography: Michael Syddall   | Best performance/expressive qualities: Hackforth and Hornby  

Best team dynamics: Bolton on Swale |  Best technical skill: Wavell 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 A CELEBRATION OF INCLUSIVE SPORT IN THE COMMUNITY 

Inclusive sport in the community was celebrated at a presentation         
evening hosted by Richmond School and Sixth Form College at The Georgian 
Theatre Royal.  The event marked the huge success of the school’s ‘Activities 
for All’ project, which successfully achieved funding of almost £10,000 from 
the National Lottery Awards for All’s ‘Big Lottery Fund’. 

Hosted by Six Nations Rugby champion, Katy Storie, the evening recognised 
how the project has supported students with coordination difficulties who 
may otherwise have not had access to inclusive sporting activities due to 
lack of opportunity and provision. Development Coordination Disorder 
(previously termed Dyspraxia) is a childhood condition which affects the                 
development of gross and fine motor coordination. This has an impact on 
academic success, many daily life skills and has a significant bearing on an 
individual’s self-confidence and self-esteem. 

Led by Kath Lawson, Specialist Teacher, and Steffy Cappleman, Marketing 
Coordinator, at Yes@Areté Learning Trust, the ‘Activities for All’                           
programme offers cycling, dancing, pilates and swimming and since its in-
ception 141 students have enjoyed and benefited from these activities. The 
project has been and continues to be a great success and could not have 
been possible without the support of The Youth Sport Trust, Stage1Cycles 
from Hawes, Richmond and The Dales Swimming Club, Richmond Leisure Trust, Pilates Teacher Anne Thorogood 
and Vic Sellers from Aspire Dance and the Yes@Areté Learning Trust team. 

The presentation was attended by students who have participated in Activities For All, their parents, members of 
the community, including Councillor Jonathan Preece, Mayor of Richmond, and Jo-anne Simpson from                  
Richmondshire District Council, who has supported the development of inclusive sport across the region.  The                 
audience enjoyed presentations from the coaches involved in the project including: Helen Pollard (Stage One                   
Cycles), Callum Hall (Richmond and Dales Swimming Club) and Vic Sellers (Aspire Dance) as well as Jordan                            
Stephenson from the Youth Sports Trust.  The latest cohort of students from ‘Dance for All’ put on a fabulous                    
performance on stage, which really put into perspective how much the students get from the programme. 

Kath Lawson said: “We are delighted by the number of students of all ages and abilities who have participated in 
the programme. Students have attended to improve their skills but also to practise them in a safe and welcoming 
setting.” 

To enhance the feel of the community aspect of Activities for All, The Georgian Theatre Royal was chosen as the 
venue, being such an important hub for the area.  The theatre also reflects the values of the project which are 
based on teamwork and community, as for many generations the theatre has provided a special venue in which 
the community can come together to embrace and celebrate culture and the arts. 

In 2023, The Georgian Theatre Royal will celebrate the 60th anniversary of its reopening. A four-year campaign 
aims to achieve financial sustainability by raising £150,000 per annum from supporters and grant givers. Richmond 
School and Sixth Form host a number of performances at The Georgian Theatre Royal throughout the year and 
look forward to offering ongoing support towards the 60th anniversary.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

PRIMARY NETBALL SUCCESS 

Richmond School recently hosted a Key Stage 2 netball 
tournament for local primary schools.  

Teams from Barton, Bolton-on-Swale, Brompton, Croft, 
Cowton, Ravensworth, Richmond Methodist and Michael 
Syddall attended the event. 

Two sixth form students, Abbie Robson and Katie Wood, 
demonstrated excellence and independence as they                
officiated over all of the games, ensuring that they ran 
smoothly and fairly.  

The girls had to communicate with both the pupils and 
primary teachers to ensure that the event ran                            
successfully. Richmond Methodist and Bolton-on-Swale 
drew in the final ensuring that both teams qualify for the 
area final on January 28th 2020. 

MARCUS TOPS £100 FOR CHILDREN IN NEED                         

Well done to Marcus Weston, Year 10, who has raised 

£105    for the Children in Need appeal. 

During the week, Marcus sold raffle tickets to students 

and staff. Six lucky winners took away some delicious 

cakes and a Pudsey Bear. 

FOOTBALL OFFICIALS LEAD THE WAY 
 

Four boys in Year 10 have led a series of primary school 
football tournaments to support the delivery of the 
School Games. Rajan Gurung, Harry Laviolette, Felix 
Luck and Luca Sartini led the tournaments with great 
enthusiasm and responsibility. The boys addressed 
large numbers of pupils and teachers to explain the 
rules of the tournament and ensure the order of play 
was understood. 
 

They took the initiative and offered to lead the pupils in 
a warm-up and skill practices. They officiated to a high 
standard which has earned them a lot of positive                  
feedback from the local primary schools on every                                 
occasion.  
 
The tournaments have been a huge success which can 
be attributed in the main to the boys’ approach and 
skills when it comes to sports leadership and officiating. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 FOODBANK BOOSTED BY YOUNG VOLUNTEER’S WORK 
A Foodbank, that helps those in financial crisis feed themselves and their 
families, has been given a boost thanks to the work of a young volunteer.  
Evie Davison, a Year 9 student, has been a dedicated  volunteer at the 
Hambleton Foodshare for two years, where she serves customers at the 
weekly ‘Soup and Roll’ fundraising events during the school holidays.  In 
the run-up to Christmas, which can be a very difficult, stressful and                     
expensive time for families who are struggling to make ends meet, Evie 
wanted to do something extra and put together her own appeal at school. 
 
Evie has been overwhelmed with the response from students, their families and staff, which a huge haul of over 
400 provisions donated in support of her initiative.  These will be taken to the Hambleton Foodshare where the 
group’s team of 90 volunteers will distribute the donations to those in need.  
 
Evie is the youngest volunteer at the Hambleton Foodshare and Alison Grainger, Coordinator, said: “Evie is a                       
regular volunteer during the school holidays. It is great to have young people on the team as keen to help as Evie.  
She has a wonderful ‘can-do attitude’ and gets on extremely well with her fellow helpers and all our customers.” 
 
Evie started volunteering at the Foodshare after visiting with her Mum, who is currently studying for a degree in 
Social Work and started helping to aid her understanding of poverty.  Evie was very impressed with the fundraising 
events and asked if she could help out too. Evie is now a valued member of the team and takes on a host of                   
responsibilities from taking orders, making drinks, setting and clearing tables, serving and ensuring bread and                 
biscuits are fresh and replenished throughout the service. Evie said: “I find the work my Mum is doing really                            
interesting and wanted to support those people who are less well off than ourselves.  I really enjoy working in the                      
holidays and find it very rewarding. I hope the food donated by everyone connected with Richmond School will 
make things a little easier for others at Christmas.” 
 
The Hambleton Foodshare is highly regarded not just in the community and North Yorkshire, but nationally as well.  
The trustees and volunteers were recently delighted to receive the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, the                       
highest award a voluntary group can receive. Only one of six organisations from North Yorkshire to receive this 
honour, it is recognition for the outstanding work of the team of volunteers. 
 
Jenna Potter, Headteacher, concluded: “Evie’s commitment to this most worthy of projects is exemplary and                  
reinforces the message that young people are such a positive influence in our world. I could not be more delighted 
to hear of this generosity and urge her to continue.” 

STUDENTS GEAR UP FOR GREEN PLAN IT  A team of five Year 8 students headed to the beautiful                    

Harlow Carr Gardens for the launch of Green Plan It, a school gardening project spearheaded by the Royal                       
Horticultural  Society. Our students joined 10 teams from schools across North Yorkshire to find out more about 
this exciting project to research, plan, design and build a model of a garden. The student-led project encourages 
students to discover and appreciate the wonderful world of plants, and rethink the role of green spaces. 

The students gained an insight into all aspects of plants and planting skills before they were invited on a tour of 
the gardens. This triggered the students to think creatively about green spaces and plants, considering how they 
might be used when designing a green space at school or within the local community. They explored how                        
important plants are to our everyday lives, from food, shelter medicine, to urban cooling, biodiversity and health 
and wellbeing, and learnt about designing different green spaces and the key elements that they contain.  The 
day inspired the students and they are currently in full swing                              
designing their garden, ready to present their model and design                             
concepts to a panel of judges in the new year.    

This is a great initiative that not only opens up the students’ minds 
about how plants affect people and the planet, but helps develop 
their confidence, leadership and decision-making skills as well as    
creativity and teamwork.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 STUDENTS POSE CHALLENGING QUESTIONS TO GOVERNMENT MINISTER 
The questioning skills of two students have been likened to Nick Robinson’s, following an interview with Rishi 
Sunak, Government Minister and MP for Richmondshire. George Harris and George Whyatt, Year 11 and Year 10 
students, were delighted when Mr Sunak accepted their invitation to take part in their Podcast. 

‘The George Podcast’ was created by the two students who both have an interest in journalism and media. Avid 
podcast fans, they decided this would be the right platform to engage and enthuse other students in school.   

Rishi spent half an hour with the students and said: "The two Georges had a great set of questions which they 
put to me with commendable assurance. Only last week I did a podcast with BBC Politics' Nick Robinson and 
these questions were just as challenging. Some of them were very searching and others more light-hearted. I'm 
really looking forward to hearing the finished podcast.” 
  
George Whyatt said: “I decided to set up my own podcast 
because I have always wanted to film videos and I am also 
hoping to be a journalist when I am older so thought it was 
great way to combine the two. We chose Rishi Sunak                      
because from what we have heard and read he is very                   
interesting and has a lot to talk about. I also wanted to find 
out some information I thought would be interesting for  
people to hear.” 
  
George Harris added: “I wanted to start a podcast because I 
have listened to them for ages. However, I wasn’t sure who to do it with until George said he would like to do it 
as well. I thought it was a great idea because we have known each other for years, have similar interests and 
both have the same name.” 

The students discovered that one of the most-important life lessons Rishi learned was independence, along with 
resilience and creativity which are three of Richmond School’s values.  He also encouraged the students to make 
the most of every opportunity, to soak them up and do as much as they can. 

Jenna Potter, Headteacher, commented: “Our school values mean so much to us and it is brilliant to see how 
important they have been in Rishi’s life too and led to such success. I am very impressed at the way the boys 
have conceived this project and led it to such a positive outcome.  Well done George and George!” 

MAX FINDS OUT ABOUT LIFE AS A POLITICIAN  Max Hancock, in Year 11, contacted Rishi Sunak MP, to 

ask if he could pose some questions to him about life as a politician.  Max has a keen interest in politics and was     
delighted to have the opportunity to speak to Mr Sunak face to face.   

I recently had the opportunity to interview Rishi Sunak, our local MP and Chief Secretary of the Treasury. The                  
reason I approached Mr Sunak for an interview is because I have become very interested in politics, so what better 
person to interview than our local MP?  

I wanted to know what life is like as a politician and how I can get involved from a young age. My interest in politics 
started about three years ago when I went to Berlin and was fascinated by the events of World War II. Since then, I 
have read up on many key individuals, such as Winston Churchill. My interview with Rishi Sunak went very well - I 
was able to ask all my questions and also had my photograph 
taken with him. At first, I was very nervous but after the first 
question we were having such a great conversation.  

Mr Sunak is a very interesting individual and has had an 
eventful life. He co-founded a large investment firm and also 
worked for large investment firms in New York. He studied at 
Stanford University where he met his wife Akshata. Since this 
meeting, I have joined  the Yorkshire Youth Council. I am 
youth executive and my job is to attend meetings and do                    
certain tasks that have been discussed. Max Hancock, Year 11 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 MAMMOTH BAKE-OFF FOR POPPY APPEAL 

Well done to Amelia Woodward, Year 11, who baked a 
fantastic array of tasty treats for a bake sale in support 
of the Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal. Amelia spent 
many hours baking, cooking and decorating. Eighty-five 
cakes later, and a house covered in icing sugar, they 
were ready for staff and students to savour!  Amelia's 
Dad helped out too and made forty delicious biscuits. 
Annie Falvey, Amelia's friend, kindly helped at the bake 
sale, which was a sell-out success. Amelia’s initiative and 
determination baking into the night paid off. She is             
delighted to have raised £75.87 from her mammoth 
bake-off. 

Amelia said: "Members of my family were involved in 
both the First and Second World Wars and I wanted to 
do something to support the British Legion's Poppy                  
Appeal.  It took many hours to prepare and decorate all 
the cakes after school over the two evenings, but I really 
enjoyed it." 

(Image shows Amelia on the right, Annie on the left 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

Students and staff remembered those who lost their 
lives during the First and Second World Wars and more 
recent conflicts.   

On Sunday 10th November, many students were                    
involved in Remembrance Services across                                 
Richmondshire where they represented the Army and 
RAF cadets, the Girl Guides and Scouts, as well as                  
musicians taking part in church services.  Two of our 
service students, Autumn McIvor and Isaac Fong in 
Year 8, joined Mrs Potter, Headteacher, at the                            
Remembrance ceremony at the Friary Gardens where 
they were honoured to lay the wreath on behalf of 
Richmond School and Sixth Form College. 

Further afield, Jon Giddens, Maintenance Manager, 
was proud to take part in the Remembrance Parade, at 
the Cenotaph in London, for the fifth consecutive year. 
Jon was in the Royal Signals from 1989-2012, leaving as 
a Staff Sergeant after serving in Germany, Cyprus, 
Northern Ireland, Croatia, Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq and                       
Afghanistan 

The school observed the two-minute silence on 
11th November when Eleanor Donaghy, Year 12                       
student, played the Last Post which was transmitted 
throughout the school. On behalf of all the students 
and staff, Eleanor was thanked for playing the Last Post 
so beautifully. 

Four Year 10 History students were at the Green                 
Howards Museum to observe the two-minute silence. 
Please turn to page 20 for a full report.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 EVE’S HAIR-RAISING ACT OF KINDESS FOR DEMENTIA UK 
Eve Walker, in Year 13, is doing a charity head shave to raise money for Dementia 
UK. Eve was motivated to do this hair-raising challenge after completing her work 
experience at Nightingale Hall in July.  Eve got so much out of her work experience 
that she has continued to volunteer at the care home since the summer and visits 
every week to help where she can. During the summer she helped run a choir which 
gave the residents a huge amount of pleasure. Eve spends a lot of time with the 
residents and experiences first-hand the impact of dementia, how it affects not only 
those who suffer with the condition but also their families. 

Eve will be shaving her head on 22nd December and is hoping to raise £500 
for Dementia UK.  If you would like to support Eve then please visit https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Eve-Walker1 to sponsor her. 

Eve and Saul Tuite, headboy, have spoken to all the Year 12 and Year 13 
students in charity-themed assemblies to highlight the importance of                    
supporting charities and the many different ways this can be achieved. They 
emphasised that often it is the small acts of kindness that can sometimes 
make the biggest difference.  

Eve said: "I am studying Health and Social Care and have been really interested in finding out about the symptoms 
of Dementia.  I really enjoyed my week at Nightingale Hall and loved getting to know some of the residents there 
and spending time with them singing, playing dominoes and supporting them in their day-to-day activities.  It also 
made me appreciate how it is not just the person with dementia who suffers but how their families need support 
too.  I hope that what is quite a small gesture of shaving my head can go some way to helping those who are 
affected by dementia." 

EWAN DONATES HIS HAIR TO THE LITTLE PRINCESS TRUST AND                                                    
RAISES £500 FOR ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH  

Last year, Ewan Thompson, in Year 7, decided he wanted to raise some money for Alzheimer’s research.  He 

chose to grow his hair and have a sponsored hair cut. Fast forward 18 months and Ewan has not only raised 

£500 for the Alzheimer’s Society but also donated his hair to the Little Princess Trust to be made into a wig for a 

young person who is suffering with cancer and has lost their hair. If you would like to donate to Ewan’s cause 

please visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelly-thompson36   

Ewan lost his Great Grandma last year. She had been d                         

eteriorating due to Alzheimer’s for a number of years and                    

Ewan wanted to raise money to help find a cure for                                 

Alzheimer’s in the future.   

Ewan says that he 

is considering        

doing it again.  

Well done Ewan for 

your determination 

and for not giving 

in when faced with 

criticism and                      

regularly being 

called a girl.    

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Eve-Walker1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Eve-Walker1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kelly-thompson36
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 GIRLS HEADING TO THIRD ROUND OF THE COUNTY FOOTBALL CUP 

The Richmond football Year 7 and 8 girls met a very fairly 
matched team from Thirsk school on a freezing December 
afternoon in the second round of the county cup                               
competition. The only instructions were to win every                      
challenge and just work hard for each other which they                          
certainly did! 

The girls spent the majority of the first half in their half of 
the pitch and once their confidence grew they started                        
making better decisions and making more accurate through balls which their defence couldn’t keep up with. Once 
they started using the wings more efficiently they created more opportunities for themselves and Emma Farrow 
put away the first and, shortly after that, the second goal which allowed them to be 2-0 up at half time. 

Beth Rutterford was the main voice of the team – encouraging the team throughout the whole match and taking 
the corner kicks really well, with a variety of tactics throughout to keep the opposition on their toes. 

Charlotte Harrison captained the girls and worked hard and remained calm and composed in defence. She was an 
excellent role model on and off the pitch. Shannon Findlay demonstrated her pace and beat the defence on a             
number of  occasions in the first and second halves. 

The second half was a real battle and the girls demonstrated their teamwork and resilience, working hard for the 
full 30 minutes. They made one mistake in defence which allowed Thirsk to take advantage and score making the 
score 2-1 with 15 minutes to go. 

Richmond girls hung on and spent the last 15 in their half again with Shannon , Maddie, Connie and Beth all having 
shots on target but the keeper managed to pick them all out. 

A great game and effort from all the girls on a very bitterly cold December afternoon! Bring on round 3!! 

               THREE CHEERS FOR KATIE                                        
Katie Wood, an elite-level cheerleader is sharing her 
expertise with younger competitors after passing her 
BCQ level 3 coaching examination.  Katie, a Year 12                   
student, has been coaching for three years at Lazer 
Cheer in Catterick and is delighted to build on her Level 
1 and 2 qualifications to deepen her knowledge and 
widen her teaching skills to benefit the club and its younger members. 

Katie started gymnastics when she was four years old and took up                                  
cheerleading four years ago. Katie trains twice a week at Catterick and also 
with Rising Stars in Manchester and competes regularly in events all across 
the UK.  

A consummate professional, Katie has exceptionally high standards in her 
individual and team performances and her quest and passion for excellence 
is evident in her coaching. Katie has a natural ability to motivate younger 
students, she holds them in great respect and really gets the best out of 
them. Katie said: “I am thrilled to have passed my level three qualification 
and I am already using some of the knowledge in classes. I am looking                 
forward to continuing with the next stage of the coaching programme in 
the future.” 

BLACK BELT FOR IZZY 

Congratulations to Izzy Lundberg, 
Year 10, who has achieved her                       
junior black belt in Xiang Jin Kung 
Fu at the Progressive Martial Arts 
Black Belt Academy. Izzy started 
training seven years ago and has 
passed all nine gradings to reach 
black belt status. 
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 YEAR 8s GIVE THEIR ALL 

The Year 8 boys’ football team took on English Martyrs in the English 
Schools Football Association cup (ESFA).  The game started at a               
high tempo with English Martyrs controlling the ball, switching the 
play from side to side with ease, creating plenty of space in behind the 
Richmond defence and scoring goals in quick succession.  

At half time, Richmond School found themselves 4-0 down.  However, 
after a strong team talk at half-time, the Year 8 boys held their heads 
high and played with the utmost determination and resilience,                      
encapsulating the school’s values. Theo Webster controlled the game 
from the back, driving the ball out of the defence and into the                     
opposition half. Jamie Bennett instructed the defensive line, keeping 
discipline throughout the team. Elijah Delaidriti made crucial tackles in 
defence, stopping any potential threat from the opposition.  

After several chances, there was finally a breakthrough for Richmond 
as Mason Amsing did enough to bundle the ball over the line from a 
cross by Alexander Goldie. However, it wasn’t enough, in the dying minutes of the game English Martyrs scored 
their 5th goal from a free kick just outside the box. The score finished 5-1 to English Martyrs.  

Although Richmond School lost, the boys should be so proud of themselves for the character they all showed in 
the game, never once giving up.  A special mention goes to Man of the Match, Kieren Hawes.  Kieren played with 
unbelievable effort, determination, resilience and teamwork. He never stopped running, he never stopped trying 
and, most importantly, his head never dropped, he remained positive and gave absolutely everything. 

GB COLOURS FOR BEN - A young elite cyclist has been called up for 

the Great Britain Endurance cycling team. Ben Partridge, a Year 11                        
student, has been selected for this year’s British Cycling apprenticeship 
scheme 

Ben is one of 24 apprentices across the UK and was in the unique position 
of being offered places on both the Endurance and Sprint Teams. He 
chose the Endurance as it offers track and road events, indoors and                     
outdoors, and he feels he has a better chance of success in this area.  This 
is an incredible opportunity for Ben who will commit to around 25 days 
training away from home at Manchester, Derby and Glasgow, cycling both 
indoor velodrome sessions and outdoor road rides. Already, Ben has a 
rigorous and tailored training programme to  adhere to, training five times 
each week, comprising of turbo training and road rides, that he has to 
complete and upload for his coach to review.  Such is Ben’s commitment, 
he also travels to Manchester Velodrome every Friday night. 

Ben has been competing regionally since he was five years old and at a national level since he was eleven.  His 
determination and resilience to succeed continue unabated.  His next steps are to demonstrate improvement and 
consistency with a view to being selected for the Junior programme next September. 

Chris Booth, Great Britain Cycling Team Coach, said: “Ben has demonstrated that he has good physical attributes 
to be a bike racer from an early age. He is powerful, strong and also packs a decent sprint. To complement this, 
Ben was able to overcome a number of setbacks last year showing resilience, grit and maturity – this is what                       
really caught my eye.”  

Keeping up with the family tradition is Ben’s eleven-year old brother Matty who rides for Hetton Hawks Go Ride 
Club. Matty is already competing regionally and has enjoyed recent success at club level in road racing, hill                      
climbing, cyclo cross and often attends Manchester velodrome to develop his track racing skills. Matty is looking 
forward to following in Ben’s footsteps on the national arena. 
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GREAT PERFORMANCES BY BOYS INDOOR 

HOCKEY TEAMS 

The Under 16 boys started the North East Indoor Hockey 
Championships with a very tough game against                          
Egglesclffe School. At half time it was 1-1 with some 
good chances from both teams. In an eventful second 
half, Egglescliffe scored 4 on the break and won the 
game 5-1. The second game was very closely fought                  
between Richmond and Hall Cross. Having been 3-0 
down at half time, Richmond battled back strongly and 
played some excellent hockey bringing the score back to 
3-3. With chances for both sides Hall Cross managed to 
sneak a last minute goal to win the game 4-3. 

The third game for Richmond was again Hymers and 
again the boys played some excellent hockey                                   
capitalising on penalty corners and fast counter                    
attacking play, winning the game 3-1. The final game 
was against Yarm. It was another tight affair with                    
Richmond scoring first and Yarm scoring straight back. 
In the second, half Richmond scored again making it 2-1 
with two minutes to go. A last-minute penalty corner 
gave Yarm the chance to equalise which they took well 
finishing the game in a well-balanced 2-2 draw. 

The Under 18 boys’ team started their indoor campaign 
in much the same way as the U16s with a 5-1 defeat to a 
very strong Egglesclife School, with a goal from Jack 
Devlin for Richmond. The second game was a slightly 
easier game but knowing we needed to win by 9 goals 
to go through to the semi-final added extra pressure 
and at half time only being 1-0 up, with another goal 
from Jack Devlin, made it very difficult with two great 
chances saved on the line by the Bradford defence. In 
the second half, Richmond relaxed on the ball and kept 
their composure to score four more goals, two coming 
from Sam Potter, one from Jack Farnell and one solo 
goal from Harry Davies. 

Overall, two good days out and two good team                        
performances from the Richmond boys. 

A TREMENDOUS TURNOUT FOR THE               
RICHMOND RUGBY GIRLS 

First game Richmond v Wensleydale: 35-15 (7-3)         
Richmond looked very well prepared and organised 
and got stuck in from the whistle. Connie Lord led the 
team like a true captain should – demonstrating her 
ability to defend almost every breakdown, as well as 
her attacking flare. She scored an outstanding try by 
chipping the ball over the defence which she chased 
down and the bounce fell well for her to catch and    
carry over their try line. Try scorers: Katie x2, Aimee 
Smith x2, Connie x1, Elsa x2 

Second game Richmond v SFX B Team:  30-15 (6-3) 
The girls had settled into their own and their                      
confidence was high. Three of our girls switched each 
game to play for the SFX b team therefore having to 
play against their fellow peers in the second game. This 
did not phase them at all and they certainly didn’t give 
each other any empathy.  A special mention to Jasmine 
Akin who was definitely the ‘power player’ of the                    

tournament – Every ball carry she managed to break 
the ‘gain line’ and get those extra metres the team  
required in order to get closer to the opposition’s try 
line. Try scorers: Connie x3 (hat trick), Shannon x1, 
Aimee x1, Vasamaca x1 

Third game Richmond v SFX A team: 25-25 (5-5)                     
This was the game the girls weren’t waiting for after 
their defeat in the last tournament. SFX had some                        
really strong runners who were difficult to tackle.                  
Richmond demonstrated their strength, determination 
and resilience. A neck-and-neck game, each team was                   
suitably matched. A special mention to Katie                           
Carruthers who would make an excellent winger from 
the tackles she made putting the opposition into 
'touch' as well as her effective side step back into play 
to outwit the opponent players. Try scorers: Katie x1, 
Lara x1, Connie x2, Chloe x1  
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 TWO BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS FOR YOUNG RACING STAR 

Elite racing driver, Luke Constantine, has lifted two British Rallycross                    
Championships.  Luke, a Year 11 student, was thrilled to take the                        
Motorsport UK British Junior Rallycross champion title at his home circuit 
at Croft, near Darlington.  This came hot on the heels of him winning the 
British Trials and Rally Drivers Association (BTRDA) Clubmans Rallycross 
Champion at Knockhill Circuit, near Edinburgh where he won the junior 
super final and the driver of the day award to clinch the overall                         
championship. 

In 2018, Luke was the youngest and first-ever junior to win the overall 
BTRDA Clubmans champion and his aptitude and passion for the sport have not faltered and he was delighted to 
extend his lead and retain the title for a consecutive year.  With each of the final events packed into two                            
consecutive weekends, the pressure was on with Luke determined to claim victory in both titles, having narrowly 
missed out on the Motorsport Award in 2018. What makes Luke’s achievements even more incredible is that two 
years ago he had never driven a car. 

Luke said: “It has been an incredible season, but not without its challenges, with fierce competition that has really 
kept me on my toes.  To win both titles for a second year is a fabulous feeling and proves that it wasn’t a fluke last 
year! I can’t thank my parents enough for their unwavering support and also to my sponsors, Victoria Garage, who 
are always on hand to keep me on the right track.” 

Luke has competed in 18 race meets across the UK, building up his haul of points over the year to put him top of 
the podium in each of the series. By winning the final in both championships, Luke has not only secured his second 
consecutive title-winning season but has really made his mark in the Rallycross arena and is now highly regarded as 
the up-and-coming name who everyone is tipping to be the racing star of the future.   

Luke is privileged to have great sponsors including: Victoria Garage Richmond, Teesside Karting, CCF Builders                    
Merchants, Wray Joinery, Constantine Building Services, AVL and Royal Purple. Without the sponsors, Luke would 
not be able to commit to multiple race competitions throughout the year at the top circuits such as Croft, Pembrey 
and Silversone. Luke is already thinking ahead to 2020 when he is                              
looking forward to defending both championship titles in and is also                           
investigating the possibility of competing in races in Europe. 

Tony Potter, Leader of Sport, Leisure and Community at Richmond 
School, said: “Luke is really flying the flag for racing and, as his winning 
streak continues, he is putting Richmond firmly on the Rallycross map. 
This is an incredible achievement for Luke. He is an extremely talented 
sportsman and his ongoing success is testament to his drive,                                
determination and resilience which he demonstrates to the full.” 

A RUNAWAY SUCCESS FOR YEAR 7S AT SPORTS HALL ATHLETICS COMPETITION    

Richmond School hosted and entered the first-ever Year 7 sports hall athletics competition in the area. Teams 
from Bedale, Wensleydale and Richmond Schools entered and leaders from Richmond Sixth Form College led the 
event. The pupils participated in a range of track races as well as jumping and throwing events. 

It was a very close competition but Richmond School were victorious in 
the boys’ and the girls’ competition, claiming 1st place in both events. 
The Year 7 pupils have now qualified for the county final on  3rd March. 
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 STUDENTS EXCEL AT JUDO AND INVITED TO TRAIN WITH NATIONAL TEAM 

Katie Carruthers and Jocelyn Wilson have been called up to train 
with the national squad of the British Judo Council following their 
success at the recent British Championships. 

Katie was crowned national champion in the junior girl under 48kg 
competition, while Jocelyn fought in a huge group of 18 girls and 
came out with a bronze. 

The girls both started judo just over two years ago after a taster 
session in their primary school and have already achieved their     
solid yellow belts.  They train three times every week, once each in 
Catterick, Northallerton and Richmond at the FIJ Sportif judo club. 
They will now train with the national team and have already 
attended a training camp in Scotland where they were coached by                        
ex-national and Olympic-level judo coaches including Sam Ingram 
(recently-retired judo Scotland athelete and Team GB Paralympian) 
and John Buchanan (Olympian and World and Commonwealth 
medallist). 

The girls are no strangers to competitions and regularly take part in 
events across England, Ireland and Scotland. They competed and 
won medals in the North East Grand Prix series, which includes five 
events over the year. 

Katie and Jocelyn are highly regarded in school for their contributions to sport. They both play netball and                  
hockey, with Jocelyn playing football and Katie playing rugby. 

SUCCESS FOR RICHMOND SCHOOL HARRIERS 

The Harriers continue to experience a lot of success. On 13th November, they travelled to Northallerton for the 
Area Team Championships, achieving some excellent results. The Year 10 and 11 boys became Area Champions 
(again!). The Year 7 boys just missed out, claiming 2nd place and the Year 7 girls came 3rd. There were some           
particularly noteworthy individual performances from Charlie Stephenson (Year 11) claiming 1st place, Maggie 
Longstaff (Year 7) claiming 2nd, Ashton Newall (Year 7) and Dan Francis (Year 11) claiming 3rd and Ussap Thapa (Year 
9) claiming 4th. On 5th December, the students returned to Northallerton for the Area Trials. More information to 
follow next term once the results have been confirmed. 

The Harriers' last run before Christmas set off in style, as the runners donned Santa hats, reindeer antlers and                           
tinsel, shaking their sleigh bells as they headed into Richmond!   

The Harriers meet on Monday evenings after school and everyone is welcome!  
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 ENGLAND CALL UP FOR SKIING DUO 

A duo of young skiers have been called up to the 
English Schools’ ski team.  Emily Riley and Isobel 
Brooks, Year 11 and Year 10 students, have been 
selected from ski racers across the country for the 
2020 English Schools’ Senior Squad. 

Emily and Isobel were up against strong                                
competition with the selection process based on 
their ski racing performance in the English Schools’ 
Ski Association National Championships in                         
Sunderland and Norwich, as well as taking into    
account results from earlier races. Their                         
achievement is made all the greater as many of the 
contenders are from large private schools who have their own school ski coaches and others who are able to train 
more frequently due to being closer to ski training facilities. 

Emily and Isobel train every week with the school ski squad and Ravens Tigers Racing Club at Silksworth Dry Ski 
Slope in Sunderland and, when possible, on snow at Xscape in Castleford or when it snows locally. Isobel                       
commented: “I have hoped to get on the ESSKIA Squad for a while and have finally got the chance to go. It is      
something that I have been aiming for. I’m really looking forward to meeting new people and learning new skills 
under the experienced coaches.” 

The girls, who have been skiing since they were three years old, have been invited to attend squad training camps 
in Norway in February. Emily said: “I was so excited when I heard I had been selected for the squad. I couldn’t                  
believe it when we found out and I can’t wait. It is such a great opportunity. I am really looking forward to the 
camp in Norway to train and race on snow.”  

This news came hot on the heels of both the boys’ and girls’ school teams qualifying for the British Schools                    
Championships at Stoke.  Everyone raced exceptionally well against tough opposition and gained good times. The 
girls’ team finished 13th and the boys’ 12th out of 25 teams each, a fabulous result for Richmond School in this 
British event. 

Mark Lowden, ski coach at Everyone Active Silksworth Ski Slope, Sunderland, said: “Emily and Isobel have been 
coming to Silksworth for a number of years with Richmond School’s ski squad and have worked hard on developing 
their technique and skills. I am really pleased to see that they have achieved one of their goals with getting onto 
the ESSKIA 2020 Squad. I was over the moon, when I found out that they had been selected.” 

Kevin Sandell, Richmond School’s English Ski Association’s representative said: “Emily and Isobel have worked                         
incredibly hard and should be extremely proud of their achievement. They are both dedicated and passionate and I 
know they will put 100% into developing their technique and skills. The boys’ and girls’ ski teams have reached a 
very high standard and it’s great to see them rewarded for their commitment.” 

Henry Bushell is also a keen member of the Richmond Ski club and regularly trains and races with the squad.  A 
number of Year 7 boys have also attended the training sessions at Silksworth Ski Slope on Tuesday evenings.   
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MOCK INTERVIEWS FOR MEDICINE 

Five of our Year 13 students, who are planning careers in medicine, drew on the knowledge and expertise of four 
health professionals who kindly came into school to support them with interview techniques.                               
Alana Hodgson, our headgirl, explains how they benefitted from the one-to-one and group activities. 
 
We recently took part in a practice MMI (multiple mini interviews) for medicine, 

as we have interviews coming up in various universities within the next few 

weeks. Being able to experience a mock interview with four healthcare                             

professionals gave us all a real feel for the interview environment, which is                       

organised into “stations”, where each healthcare professional asked questions to 

candidates in turn. We were questioned on a wide range of topics related to the 

field, helping us feel more at ease for the real thing. The most helpful part was 

probably the detailed feedback they gave us at the end of each station, and we now know which areas need 

most improvement. We also took part in a group task where we discussed how we would solve the problem of 

the current shortage of nurses and doctors. We then presented our ideas and subsequently received feedback. It 

was a really valuable experience and a great opportunity. Thank you so much to Ms Johnson for organising this 

and to the healthcare professionals who generously gave up their time to interview us.                   Alana Hodgson 

STOP PRESS!  - 515 IT and Computer Science students recently sat 

the Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge, in collaboration with 
the University of Oxford.  We have just heard that 39 students 
achieved a top 10% Bebras score in their age group and are therefore 
eligible to participate in the online Oxford Computing Challenge in 
school in early March. Congratulations to these star performers and 
we look forward to hearing how they get on in March. 

 

A GREAT CAREERS DAY AT SAGE FOR YEAR 12 STUDENTS  

Year 12 IT and Computer Science students recently visited Sage, a British                         

multinational enterprise software company, based in Newcastle, for a day of 

bespoke lectures and activities, gaining an insight into the careers available at 

the global corporation. 

 

The day, hosted by Sage graduates, was also an opportunity for students to ask 

questions about careers at Sage, and in the IT industry in general. Students                     

enjoyed a tour of the headquarters as well as talks on Project Management,               

Machine Learning and Cyber Security. 

 

Jess Rodgers, Teacher of IT and Computer Science said: “This was a fantastic      

opportunity for our students to experience and it was wonderful to see the                  

enthusiasm about the IT careers available to them.” 

 

Callum Anderson (17) said: “I found the visit to Sage really good.  I learnt a lot 

about the IT industry and feel the visit was beneficial to the IT course.” 
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 STUDENTS WORK WITH THE GREEN HOWARDS MUSEUM ON IMPRESSIVE PROJECT 

In recent months, the History department has been working 
with the Green Howards museum on a project following the 
renovation of their medal room.  The museum has 14 Victoria 
Crosses, which is the highest award for bravery that a British 
soldier can be awarded and each of the local secondary 
schools was invited to ‘adopt’ a medal and research what 
happened to the soldier and then produce a banner to                    
celebrate his achievements and enable the wider community 
to find out more about the recipient. 

In July, Year 10 students Cora Aked, Edie Heringman, Jess 
Duncan, Charlotte Hoole, Evie Schmidt, Alice Brown, Ross Wheatley, Nathaniel Morton and 
Emily Coates went to the museum and learnt more about how Victoria Crosses are                         
awarded and the workings of the museum.  They were given the soldier Private Tom      
Dresser to research and were told very little apart from he fought in the First World War at 
the battle of Arras in 1917.  The students then did the work of professional historians, using 
archive material and photos to build up a picture of who Tom Dresser was and why he earnt 
the Victoria Cross.  It was fascinating to discover that he had twice bravely carried a vital 
message, strapping it to his body and even after being wounded he made sure the                           
reinforcements came to help his fellow soldiers. Even after the war, Tom was a very modest 
man, keeping his medal in a tobacco tin and showing customers at his Middlesbrough newsagents. All the students 
really impressed with their enthusiasm to find out more, attention to detail and willingness to learn.  In a totally 
different environment and outside the classroom, they conducted themselves in a very mature manner. 

The task given to the students by the museum was to produce an information banner which then could be shown 
to the wider community.  They all worked very hard, researching the events, writing up his story and selecting the 
images to be included.  The final design took several weeks to put together but was an excellent team effort,                     
presenting their findings in an accessible and eye-catching manner. 

On Remembrance Day, Alice Brown, Ross Wheatley, Emily Coates and Evie Schmidt represented the school at the 
presentation of the finished banners at the Green Howards Museum. Colonel Jason Wright was delighted to be a 
guest of honour to celebrate the Project. He was commissioned with the Green Howards Regiment in 1989 and is 
now a trustee of the Green Howards Museum and an honorary Colonel of the Yorkshire Regiment. Colonel Wright 
observed the two minutes silence with the students and said: “Silence is a rare thing and we should appreciate 
that peace is not to be taken for granted.  Soldiers have given their lives for us so we can enjoy peace today.” 

Colonel Wright went on to say: “You have worked superbly well, with such creativity. Marrying together history 
and the ability to interpret an event from the past is very impressive. The importance of the Victoria Cross cannot 
be overstated. It is the most-conspicuous bravery and pre-eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice in the face of the                  
enemy.  I know you will take your banners back to your schools and broadcast this important message further.” 

As ever, our students conducted themselves in a very mature manner.  They spoke with Colonel Wright very                    
confidently about the soldier they had researched and what their project had meant to them as a whole. Ross and 
Alice were interviewed by the British Forces Radio about it and, with no preparation, they spoke confidently and 
without hesitation about their involvement in the project and were definitely a credit to themselves and the 
school. 

Sophia Mawer, Lead Teacher for History, said: “Extra projects outside 
of the  curriculum are often time consuming but working with such a 
lovely group of students who were so enthusiastic and committed to 
achieving excellence made it a genuine pleasure.  The finished banner 
that they produced is of an incredibly high standard and they should 
be very proud of what they have achieved. Our special thanks go to 
Carl Watts and the staff at the Green Howards Museum for all their 
support with this inspiring project.” 
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A GREAT EXCHANGE VISIT TO HAMBURG FOR YEAR 9 AND 10 STUDENTS 

Twenty-two German GCSE Year 9 and 10 students have just returned from taking part in the first leg of this 
year's German exchange visit to Wedel, near Hamburg. After meeting their host families, the students spent four 
days experiencing everyday life in Germany, early starts, longer school lessons, fizzy mineral water and 
tasty German bread. 

Our visits to Hamburg's harbour and to the city of Lübeck were accompanied by fantastic winter weather, cold 
but with blue skies and winter sun. No visit to Germany at this time of year is complete without a visit to a                  
German Christmas Market and the famous Lübeck Christmas Market did not disappoint. Kinderpunsch,                             
Currywürste and Zuckerwatte were amongst the delicacies sampled by our students.  

We are looking forward to welcoming our German friends to Richmond in March 2020. 

Year 11 students Frankie Stephen and Olivia Palmer were recently selected to take part in a football and German 
PASCH course with the St. Pauli Football Club in Hamburg. Frankie and Olivia said of their visit: 
 
The St.Pauli trip not only improved our understanding of the German language, but delivered it through the                       
medium of football. From Monday to Friday we had the opportunity to be trained by Kieran and Milan, who were 
part of the St. Pauli coaching staff. We improved our football skills through a number of different drills, and also did 
this by speaking entirely in German. We felt that this improved our German speaking and listening skills. Also,                 
within the football camp we had a one-to-one and a 1/2 hour German lesson in which we learned key vocabulary to 
do with football. In addition, we had a different activity to do each night after the football camp, such as: visiting                  
Hamburg Harbour, going swimming and our personal favourite, a guided stadium tour of the “Millerntor-Stadion.” 
This educated us in the history and beliefs of St.Pauli FC and the main beliefs of the football club were anti-fascism,                       
anti-sexism and pro-gay rights. Overall, we feel that the trip was a very educational yet fun experience that we 
would recommend to all.                         Frankie Stephen and Olivia Palmer   

HEADING OFF TO HAMBURG! 

JOIN THE DEBATE 

If you enjoy debate then come along to the Richmond School Debating Society from 3:30-4:30pm each 

Monday in JG10.  The group is open to all skill levels in Year 7 to 11 and a wide range of topics are                  

debated.  The Society looks forward to welcoming new members in the new year.  
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 STUDENTS TREATED TO AN EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

Year 11 students were treated to an early Christmas present on 3rd December when Quantum Theatre brought 
their production of 'A Christmas Carol' to school. A small but energetic and inventive cast of three put on a spirited 
performance of the much-loved classic. With quick costume changes and clever use of props, the actors were able 
to bring to life the story of Ebenezer Scrooge and his yuletide transformation.  
 
Year 11 student, Holly Brydon, commented: “I really enjoyed Quantum Theatre's performance of 'A Christmas                    
Carol' - I've seen a few productions before where they have used a small cast and this was by far the best example. 
It was really entertaining and they performed the play with such fluidity. It was absolutely brilliant!” 

Students found it particularly helpful to hear the famous lines of the story and to see each of the key scenes 
brought to life.  

Year 11 student, Archie Marshall, commented: “I found watching the performance of 'A Christmas Carol' useful                    
because it gives you a visual representation of what happens in the novella. It also reminds you of the important 
quotations and scenes, which is great revision for the exam.” 

Year 11 students can also look forward to a return trip from Quantum Theatre this Spring, when they will bring 
their production of Macbeth to the school. 

A TRUE TASTE OF VICTORIAN ENGLAND 

This term, Year 7 students have been studying Dickens’ classic novel, Oliver 
Twist so to give them a true taste of Victorian England, they went to Ripon 
for the day.  The students visited three Ripon museums in total, giving them 
an insight into three different aspects of crime and punishment. 

First of all, they experienced the Workhouse Museum, where they were met 
with the very stern matron who put them through their paces with                                
scrubbing floors, polishing boots, and shining brass.  

After this, they visited the Police and Prison Museum, where they learnt 
about real-life Victorian criminals and the punishments they received.                                 
Finally, they went to the Courthouse Museum where they got into role as the judge, jury, criminals, police officers 
and witnesses to conduct a full criminal trial.  

All in all, they had a fantastic experience. 
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ACADEMIC 
 

 
HENRY GAINS AN INSIGHT INTO THE WORLDOF ENGINEERING AT ARUP 

Our Year 10 students have work experience opportunities each year and are able to spend a 
week working for a company or organisation to gain hands-on experience and learn                  
valuable skills for life.  

Henry Bushell had a fabulous week during a placement at ARUP. ARUP is a global                                     
engineering firm with a workforce of more than 13,000 people in 92 offices across 40                     
countries.  There is a wide range of roles within ARUP, including designers, engineers,                       
architects, planners and technical specialists.  Here Henry tells us about his experience: 

My Dad works at ARUP and has done so for the past few years. He has done nothing but talk about how much he 
enjoys working there, so he encouraged me to apply for their Engineering Awareness Week in order to have a 
look   the company. 

For the week, we were given a large project to plan out in groups of five to six (there were about 30-40 students 
in total).  The aim of the project was to plan the engineering and design behind an Olympic Park in one of two                 
chosen locations in Leeds. Throughout the week, we had many talks from qualified engineers about factors such 
as landscape, structure, ecology and water, as well as others which need to be considered when planning a                 
large-scale project. At the end, we presented our plan to a judging panel of Engineers, as well as a lot of visitors 
including parents and others in the company. 

Throughout the week, I learned many skills linked to civil and structural engineering and what is 
needed to work in a company such as ARUP.  More importantly, I learned important life skills, 
such as communication with peers who I have never met before, communication with qualified 
adults and a variety of presenting skills for the final day of the week. 

I would actively encourage other students to apply for the Engineering 
Awareness Week.  ARUP often offer paid scholarships over the summer 
for students.  My sister, Isabel, has taken part in this, and ARUP say that 
the Engineering Awareness Week often leads to these scholarships and 
even apprenticeships in some cases.  Applications are now open for 2020, 
visit http://www.engineeringawarenessweek.co.uk/ for details on how 
to apply.                      Henry Bushell 

ECONOMICS STUDENTS HEAR FROM LEADING EXPERTS 
Year 12 and 13 Economics students have been visiting top-performing universities this half term to hear a series of 
academics and industry experts speak.  Firstly, at Warwick University they were able to hear from organisations 
such as the Resolution Foundation and the government established                         
Behavioural Insight Team and also from Bobby Seagull, maths teacher 
turned broadcaster.   
 
Following on from that they visited York University to attend a series of 
lectures and workshops with their academic staff before attending the 
Royal Economic Society Annual Lecture given by Professor Tony Venables 
of Oxford University.   
 
The visits were a really fantastic opportunity for students to learn more 
about the role of economists in                    
shaping society. They learned about 
topics ranging from the contribution 
of economics to climate change to 
how best to cope with rising urban 
populations and how governments 
around the world are using psycho-
logical techniques to nudge people 
into making better choices. 

http://www.engineeringawarenessweek.co.uk/
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ACADEMIC 
 ROAD SAFETY A TOP PRIORITY FOR DRIVING-AGE STUDENTS 

Road safety remains a top priority for students after experts                        
delivered a range of presentations to develop safer driving 
awareness. The Year 13 students took part in an initiative                      
supported by the North Yorkshire Police Traffic Bureau, the                     
Institute of Advanced Motorists and local racing driver and 
alumnus Max Coates. 

The training was instigated by teacher Ian Dawson who is the 
young driver advocate at the local branch of the Institute of                    
Advanced Motorists. The students have a weekly ‘Learning for 
Life’ lesson and road safety awareness is relevant to those who 
are learning to drive or have recently passed their test. 

Jamie Smith, an officer with the North Yorkshire Police Traffic 
Bureau, spoke to over 120 students about understanding speed 
and traffic management, road signage and the different types of 
safety cameras in use. The students were made aware of the 
outcomes of speeding in terms of the dangers and also the      
punishments, as well as information on other offences such as 
mobile phone use, driving whilst under the influence of drink or 
drugs and not wearing a seatbelt. 

Max Coates, racing driver, highlighted the dangers that are faced 
daily on the road compared to when he is driving at high speed 
on the race track when he has enhanced safety equipment, 
clothing and medical support. 

Max said: "It is always a pleasure to come back to Richmond 
School and Sixth Form College, now as a semi-professional                 
racing car driver and qualified advanced driver through the                    
Institute of Advanced Motorist (IAM).  This initiative is a very 
positive and engaging way for students to gain a deeper                              
understanding of safety awareness for young drivers.  My ‘talk’ 
centred around my own road driving experience and the safety 
measures we take when on race tracks which allow us to                  
compete at high speeds in as safe an environment as possible." 

Students carried out a team exercise regarding road safety, 
speed awareness and the highway code.  The three teams with 
the highest scores were invited to a second practical training              
activity on speed awareness. Working with the Police Traffic       
Bureau and their volunteers, the 11 students had the opportuni-
ty to operate a hand-held safety camera to check speeds of cars 
on the road outside the school. They were also able to use the 
mobile tripod-fixed camera linked to sophisticated equipment in 
the police van.  At the same time the other Year 13 students 
were completing the IAM E-learning driving modules. 

Ian Dawson said: “Whilst our students are very sensible on the 
roads, as new drivers it is important that they fully appreciate 
the importance of being road aware. We are extremely                         
fortunate to have so many experts to support us.  We are most 
grateful to the representatives from North Yorkshire Traffic          
Bureau, The Institute of Advanced Motorists, the Police                          
Volunteers and Max Coates who gave our students a greater                       
awareness of measures we can take to make our driving safer." 
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ACADEMIC 
 WORK EXPERIENCE SHAPES TOMMY’S PLANS FOR A CAREER IN ARCHITECTURE 

A student’s successful work experience week has led to an offer of future employment. Tommy Callender, a Year 
13 student,  spent a week at Richmond-based Harris Irwin in the summer.  Prior to his placement, Tommy had 
only watched a few episodes of Grand Designs but his interest in design and construction grew during the                     
placement, leaving him in no doubt that a career in architecture was for him.  

Ian Holme, Director at Harris Irwin, invited Tommy and his Mum to a meeting, where a number of opportunities 
were offered to him. These included the option of working for a year to gain valuable experience before he 
heads off to university, placements during university holidays as well as a full-year placement. Ian Holme                     
commented: “We are continuing to expand and are always looking out for the next generation of designers to 
future-proof the business. Tommy quickly adapted to working life in our busy practice, got on well with everyone 
and grasped every opportunity to deepen his knowledge and develop his skills.  We are really looking forward to 
honing Tommy’s talents and making him an official member of the Harris Irwin team.” 

Tommy, who is currently studying Maths, Design & Technology and Computer Science, said: “Working with               
Harris Irwin has been a fantastic experience and I have learned so much about the field of planning and design. I 
really loved the design aspects of the job and the overall satisfaction of creating your own building. I enjoyed       
being a part of the team and feeling that I was genuinely helping out. Harris Irwin is a multi-disciplinary practice 
and creates some great-looking and considered designs. I am honoured that they would like me to come back to 
work for them in the future.” 

Harris Irwin are always keen for Richmond School and Sixth Form College students to do work experience with 
them. Over the years they have employed a number of alumni, including Katie Craggs, who has worked at Aske 
for over six years. 

Ms Mannion, Careers Leader,                      
concluded: “It is always rewarding 
for our students to get positive       
feedback from their work experience 
but this is especially so for Tommy 
who has clearly impressed the team 
at Harris Irwin with his design ability 
and strong work ethic." 

YEAR 13 CTEC SPORTS STUDENTS BRRRRRRRRAVE THE GREAT OUTDOORS!           

Our Year 13 CTEC Sport students recently took off on the annual Low 
Mill residential trip. This is a fantastic opportunity for the students to 
enjoy three days of outdoor and adventurous activities while                    
recording evidence that will contribute to their current unit of 
work. The students experienced a variety of activities including gorge 
walking, canoeing, caving and abseiling. Throughout each activity every 
student had opportunities to lead elements of excursions as well as                 
developing essential teamwork and communication skills. 

Having braved quite chilly conditions and faced a few fears, the group 
have been fantastic representatives of Richmond School and have                   
certainly embodied the school’s values. Trip leader Mr Moore said: “The 
group have been such good ambassadors for the school and it is so nice 
to see young people pushing themselves through quite challenging                    
situations that are clearly out of their comfort zone and coming out 
better for it on the other side.” 

When asked about what he thought of the trip, Sam Kettlewell said: “I 
really enjoyed the caving because it is something a bit different to what 
I normally do. It was the combination of climbing and scrambling 
through various-sized passageways that I particularly enjoyed. It was a 
good challenge.” 
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ACADEMIC 
 STUDENTS LEARN DATA COLLECTION SKILLS IN YORK 

In December, Year 10 Geographers undertook a field study visit to York to 
investigate whether "York’s urban land use and associated lived experiences 
mimic the patterns suggested by the Burgess Model". The investigations 
were designed and developed to allow the students to collect their own 
fieldwork data which will be used in their paper 3 exam at the end of Year 
11.  
 
Following Mr Hedley’s demonstration of data collection techniques at the 
first sites, students then worked in small groups to collect their own data. 
Upon returning to school, the data will be presented,  analysed and                   
evaluated independently. All the students were an absolute credit to both 
the Geography department and Richmond School. 

Sixty-six Health and Social Care students, from Years 9, 10 and 11, completed basic first aid training that was                     
delivered by  Langton Medical and kindly funded by Richmond School Trustees. This was an opportunity for Health 
and Social Care students to gain competence in responding to a variety of incidents. They received practical training 
to enable them to respond to cases of choking, severe bleeding, shock, asthma attacks, burns & scalds. The topic 
covering CPR included learning how to use an automated external defibrillator (AED) and placing people in the                
recovery position.  

The training has enriched students’ experience beyond the curriculum. It has enhanced their awareness of the                  
importance of being a responsible citizen who can contribute to their community by being able to respond to                         
emergency situations. 

STUDENTS ARE TOP OF THE BENCH  

Well done to Hayleigh McClean (Year 11), Isabel Lundberg (Year 
10), Annabel Gormen (Year 9) and Natalie Muxworthy (Year 9) 
for competing in this year’s TOTB chemistry competition at           
Teesside University. The competition included rounds based on 
the Periodic Table, general chemistry knowledge and molecular 
models. A great team effort against 10 other schools from 
across the North East.  

FIRST AID TRAINING FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE STUDENTS 
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LIBERTY GRADUATES FROM ASHBURTON CHEF’S ACADEMY WITH DISTINCTION 
 

 It is always a pleasure to hear from our Alumni. Liberty Noke left Richmond Sixth Form College in 2018 to pursue 
her passion for cookery. We are delighted to report that Liberty has just graduated with distinction from the               
prestigious Ashburton Chef’s Academy, one of the UK’s top cookery schools.  Before heading to the Academy                   
Liberty used to work at The Station.  
  
Liberty said: “I honestly had the best time. I made every kind of dessert you could imagine and even a chocolate 
showpiece for my final exam. After college, I did some work experience at the Ritz. I enjoyed learning about the 
running of a large scale hotel in London. 
 
 “I am now working at Pennyhill Park for head pastry chef Sarah Frankland, who came second on the professional 
Bake Off and was named pastry chef of the year 2019. It's a really exciting position where I make afternoon teas, 
desserts for functions and even displays of desserts for special events. I am learning so much and look forward to 
where my career can take me.”  

 Congratulations to Liberty. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR AIMING HIGH GUEST SPEAKER  

We are looking forward to welcoming back Catherine Parums (née Jack) to school as 
the guest speaker at the December Aiming High assembly.  Catherine studied at                 
Richmond School from 1998-2005.  She enjoyed taking part in both sporting and                 
musical extra-curricular activities, but it was music that she chose to go on and study 
at the University of York. 

Since leaving university, Catherine moved to London and pursued a career in Music 
Education, working in establishments including the Royal College of Music, BBC Proms 
and City of London Festival.  Leaving music behind as a hobby, she then spent five 
years working at Buckingham Palace for HRH The Princess Royal. 

Catherine is now Head of Commemorative Events for the Royal British Legion - her 
team is responsible for all Remembrance activity including the Festival of                                              
Remembrance and Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph in London. 

Catherine performing the role of Fantine in the school production                            
of Les Miserables (back row right) 

Catherine singing to the troops at a Festival of Remembrance rehearsal 
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HEADTEACHER’S VALUES AWARD WINNERS 
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 CREATIVE STUDENTS SPREAD FESTIVE CHEER 

ACROSS RICHMOND 
 
The creative talents of our students have brought joy to the                     
Richmond community this Christmas as their beautiful                                    
festive-themed artwork adorns the Town Hall, Library and St Mary’s 
Church. 
 
The magnificent artwork, which is being greatly admired by                      
residents and visitors alike,  stemmed from a competition for                    
students to design the school’s Christmas card and resulted in over 
80 entries from Year 7 and 8 students.  The winner was George                
Kipling, in Year 7, for his stunning reindeer which really impressed 
the judges for his clever and considered use of texture and contrast 
to create such a unique design with tremendous visual impact.  
 

Jonathan Preece, Mayor of Richmond, said: “Having had the dis-
plays up in the Town Hall since the beginning of December, there 
have been many admiring and positive comments about the talents 
of the  Richmond School students. There was a very worthy winner 
but all the designs are fabulous and the students should be very 
proud of themselves.”  

Councillor Clive World enjoyed looking at the designs in the Town 
Hall and added: “The students have created such beautiful designs, 
the standard of their artwork is exceptional." 

Reverend Martin Fletcher, Rector of St. Mary’s Church, commented:                        
"St Mary's Church is delighted to be displaying the artwork which is 
very impressive.  It will bring much joy to our congregations and 
visitors during this festive season." 
 

 

George Kipling’s winning design 

Artwork displayed in the Library 

Artwork displayed in the Town Hall 

The Mayor and George Kipling 

Artwork displayed in St Mary’s Church 
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CHRISTMAS CHEER 

 Thank you to the wonderful kitchen staff who put on a fabulous Christmas lunch                      

for our students. Spot the new helpers, Mrs Potter, Mr Clark and Mr Birdsall! 

Staff and students embraced Christmas jumper day in support of Save the Children.  

A raffle will be drawn at the end of term. 
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HALF-TERM HIGHLIGHTS 

B Team 

A Team 

As another busy and productive half term draws to a close, I hope you enjoy                                             

looking back on some of the highlights.  

Jenna Potter, Headteacher 
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December                                                                                                          
Thursday 19th   Carol Service, 6pm at St. Mary’s Church, Richmond 

Friday 20th   School Closes 

 

January                                                                                                                  
Monday 6th   School Opens 

Thursday 16th   Year 11 Progress Parent Meetings 

Thursday 23rd   Year 8 Programmes of Study Evening 

Thursday 30th   Year 8 Progress Parent Meetings 

 

February                                                                                                                                
Thursday 13th   Year 13 Progress Parent Meetings 

Friday 14th   School Closes 

Monday 24th   School Opens 

 

March                                                                                                                                            

Thursday 26th   Year 7 Progress Parent Meetings 

 

April                                                                                                                                   

Friday 3rd   School Closes 

Tuesday 21st   School Opens 

Thursday 30th   Year 10 Progress Parent Meetings 

 

May                  

Friday 8th   May Day                                                                                                                

Thursday 21st   Year 9 Progress Parent Meetings 

Friday 22nd   School closes 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

T:  01748 850111    |    E:  admin@richmondschool.net      |     W: richmondschool.net 


