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Whilst making the best academic progress possible is important for each student at Richmond School, we see it as equally important to help our students to develop a range of interests and skills outside the ‘classroom’ and to become good citizens.

We believe that every aspect of our work in school contributes in some way to the development of every member of our school community.  What we do and how we do it helps our students to find security and success in other aspects of their lives: employment, higher education, contributing to clubs, organisations and communities or establishing firm and lasting friendships.

As well as developing knowledge and understanding in the subjects studied during lesson time, we encourage growth of positive working relationships among students as they move towards adulthood.  Recognising success and strengths in others, handling differences of opinion, dealing with achievement and disappointment, making new friends, supporting others in difficulty are all part of personal and social development.

This section deals with other parts of our timetabled teaching and some of the out-of-school (‘extra-curricular’) work which supports our aims in encouraging the personal and social development of our students.

Religious Education
All students are introduced to aspects of major world religions through courses which are provided in Years 7, 8 and 9 in line with the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus for RE.

In Years 10 and 11, all students will undertake a one lesson per week course in Religious Education in line with national requirements.  This course will lead to a GCSE examination.  Life Skills Education and school assembly programmes also contribute to learning through consideration of moral issues and personal choices.

Those students with a particular wish to study RE in more depth at Key Stage 4 can opt to follow a two lesson per week course in RE instead of the shorter course outlined above.  If there are any reasons why your son/daughter should not attend the statutory RE lessons or attend School collective worship, please write to the Head.

The Life Skills Education Course

This is a co-ordinated course throughout the school.  It is offered through one taught session per fortnight.  Many sessions are also delivered by external agencies such as the Police, Fire Brigade and Health Services.  It introduces topics and activities to support the personal and social development of our students.

The Life Skills Course is designed to: 

Work on areas of content which are not always directly covered through the subject-based lessons.  Topics supporting health education, careers education, citizenship (including understanding and valuing other cultures), economic/industrial understanding, environmental education and equal opportunities issues are some examples.  The work done in each of these areas is planned by specific members of staff responsible for co-ordinating the teaching of the topic throughout the School.

Help to develop approaches to learning and social skills which can be of benefit to each student throughout their work here and after school.  How to study and plan work, improving skills of decision-making, personal organisation and communication, assertiveness and working with others are examples of the type of help these lessons are designed to give.

Help to build on an understanding of issues and topics also covered by other curriculum subjects eg an appreciation of how others live in society, matters of environmental concern.

Sex Education
Sex Education is the responsibility of several areas of the curriculum.  Within Science lessons in Year 7, students are introduced to the physical facts of sex and reproduction; there are relevant inputs at intervals from Years 8–11 through Science and the Life Skills programme.  In Year 11 in Life Skills, for example, information is given about HIV and AIDS.

Within Religious Education and English, there are elements of the courses which help students to become better informed about, and sensitive to, questions linked to relationships and sexual behaviour.  By the time they have reached sixteen years of age, our intention is that students will:

· be developing their own values of respect and understanding for others;

· have acquired a range of skills important in dealing with and getting on with other people;

· know relevant facts about sexuality and sexual matters; 

· appreciate that sexuality is only one part of an individual’s personality;

· have thought about ethical/moral questions relating to sexual matters;

· have gained information about medical services available in the community.

Citizenship

All students at Key Stages 3 and 4 are now entitled to receive Citizenship Education.  This means that they are entitled to acquire the knowledge and understanding, skills of enquiry and communication and skills of participation and responsible action that will enable them to become active, informed and responsible citizens.  

The approach of Richmond School is to promote Active Citizenship on a whole school basis.  This is done through particular subjects, Life Skills lessons and Careers work and activities. Assemblies, Pastoral and tutor activities, such as Charities Evening, whole school involvement in ‘Jeans for Genes’; paper recycling and Student Council activities.  A wide range of external provision is also drawn on to enrich the Citizenship entitlement of our students.  The school’s emphasis on a community ethos underpins all of these approaches.

Achievement folders and methods of reporting and assessing are also used to promote awareness of Citizenship.  Subject staff and tutors comment on all aspects of Citizenship demonstrated by students.  Creative Arts are being used to promote Citizenship awareness and understanding, with the use of Drama and the Year 8 multi-cultural days.  Richmond School has achieved the Healthy Schools certificate that promotes active citizenship and an alertness to healthy living at all levels of school life.


Careers Education

The aim of the Careers Department is to help young people make informed decisions about their futures.  We have a Careers Centre which includes a well-stocked, up to date library with all the information that 13-19 year olds might need regarding Careers and other decisions in their lives.  The Careers Library is open to all Sixth Form students from 8.00 am until 5.30 pm.

The Careers staff within school are always willing to help and advise students and can usually be found in the Careers Room between 2.00 and 2.20 p.m. each day.

Careers Education is provided to all year groups.  In Year 10 two weeks work experience is organised for all students as part of their studies.  The scheme, which has been a model for many other schools, has excellent support from local employers.

Specialist support and guidance is provided for all students by the Personal Adviser for Careers who is usually in school at least two days per week.  In Year 11 all students get the opportunity for an individual interview to help them make their Post-16 choices.  We also run an evening for students and their parents which investigates the choices available for young people after GCSEs.

In the Sixth Form students receive Careers Education as part of their enhancement programme.  This includes sessions about choices after Sixth Form plus all the information about Higher Education and applications.  In the summer term Year 12 students have a Careers Day when outside speakers, together with School staff, deliver more detailed information regarding Higher Education and employment.

Work Related Learning 

As well as participating in the two week work experience placement in Year 10, students have other opportunities to gain experience of the world of work as they move through school.  Each year a number of Year 11 students embark upon an extended work placement, often for one day per week, over one or two terms.  

Once in the Sixth Form, students are encouraged to participate in a similar scheme, though often for a half-day per week.  The latter is particularly good experience for those wishing to apply to University to study areas such as Medicine, Veterinary Science or teaching. 

Health Education and Sport

Health Education finds a natural place in a number of areas of our taught curriculum.  In Science and in Food Technology in particular, specific work is done, whilst other health related areas are found in other subjects or in the taught Life Skills Course.

The School sets out to encourage all students to adopt a healthy lifestyle and this includes the taking of regular exercise for health and enjoyment.  In our PE programme, we aim to build on each student’s experience in primary school and broaden knowledge and understanding of a range of team and individual activities to promote fitness.  Extension opportunities are offered to promote progress and support a drive for personal excellence through curricular and extra-curricular activities.

The School is active in leading and building links with primary schools, local sports clubs, lead bodies of major sports and with Richmond Leisure Trust to provide facilities, expertise and opportunity for student progression.  

Extra Curricular Activities

In addition to the curriculum teaching and the cross-curricular work exemplified by the Life Skills course, Careers Education and our industrial links, the school provides and encourages a wide variety of activities at lunch times, after school and at weekends.

These activities strengthen good relationships between home and school through the contact among staff, students and parents.  The personal and social development of young people is encouraged by the opportunities offered by staff of the school to take part in music, sport, enterprise, games, visits and other social activities.

Clubs and Activities
A wide range of activities are on offer.  Staff and Sixth Formers give time and energy to running a variety of clubs.  In addition to the musical and sporting activities described elsewhere, Chess, Information Technology, French and Drama are examples of a few of the other activities on offer.

From Year 8 onwards and with the help and advice of business people, students have the opportunity to run mini-businesses through Young Enterprise schemes.

Other projects run at Lower and Middle Schools have included stationery shops, a school newspaper and selling Valentine’s Day gifts.

In the Sixth Form all students may take the Young Enterprise course which leads to the Young Enterprise National Examination.  The setting up and running of a business culminates in presentations in the Spring term.  Many businesses are run successfully and our leading teams have featured in regional finals.

Group visits to the theatre and concerts are often organised by teachers of the School, either adding to the taught curriculum or simply enabling students to visit the theatre or concert hall as a leisure/interest activity.

Leisure visits to major sporting events and centres such as ‘Wet ‘n’ Wild’ and ice rinks are organised by staff after school and at weekends.

Activities run through the Youth Centre based at school extend opportunities in the evenings and weekends.  These are publicised through school and are often run by staff of the school acting as youth leaders in the evenings or at weekends.  The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is offered to students in Year 9 upwards through the Youth Centre programme.

Off Site Educational and Residential 

In many school subjects at all levels, visits to places of educational interest are offered.  Many are one day or short residential opportunities but, alongside these, there are annual exchanges or study visits organised to France and Germany.  Visits to local castles in Year 7, a week’s study visit to France in Year 9, GCSE geography fieldwork for Year 10, intensive residential study courses for maths and english for Sixth Formers are all just some of the many examples of how we broaden our curriculum by making use of learning opportunities in distant places.

To provide our young people with the all-round opportunity of physical, social and mental challenge, we organise visits to outdoor pursuits centres, run to exacting standards by North Yorkshire Local Education Authority.  The emphasis here is on taking part in a wide range of activities.  It is an opportunity for our students to live and learn with others, to gain independence and to develop a greater sense of responsibility to others as well as finding out about themselves when faced with demanding physical situations.

We offer students one Outdoor Education opportunity over the course of Years 7-9.   The Year 10/11 GCSE PE groups take part in outdoor activities, also with fully qualified staff.   Ski-ing projects are often organised for students in Years 8, 9 and 10 and the Sixth Form.  These have always proved very successful and educationally worthwhile ventures. 

Sport

There are a large number of flourishing sports teams for each year group which practise at lunchtimes or after school and play fixtures both during the week and at weekends.  Individuals have the opportunity to represent the Area and the County in all major sports.  A small number have gone on to regional, national and international competition.  Various School sports teams have been taken ‘on tour’ in this country and abroad.  In the past few years, there has been an annual football tour to Europe, a hockey tour to Germany and a rugby tour to Canada.

Participation rates are very good and rising.  

Soccer, netball, rugby, hockey, cross-country, gymnastics, cricket, athletics, tennis, badminton and basketball are the main competitive sports on offer at the School.  Many of these have links with sports clubs in the area, giving further opportunity to make progress for those interested.  Our sporting links with primary schools are seen as a model of good practice by the DCSF.

Music

The School enjoys the services of several visiting music teachers from the North Yorkshire LA Music Service.  This team offers tuition in the full range of orchestral instruments.  Students joining the School have an opportunity to learn an instrument if they wish.  In common with many LAs throughout the country, North Yorkshire makes a termly charge for this service.  There are close links between this part of the service and the County Music Centre in Northallerton which operates on Saturday mornings.

The School itself has an excellent reputation locally and nationally for music.  Over recent years, the orchestra has played in the Schools’ Prom North, the Royal Festival and Queen Elizabeth Halls in London.  The Wind Band has also performed regularly in the Royal Festival Hall and has represented the North East on several occasions in the finals of the National Concert Bands Festival, collecting gold and silver awards.  The Swing Band, Percussion Ensemble, String Trio and Clarinet Ensemble have all also made appearances in the Queen Elizabeth Hall.
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