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Welcome to The Buzz. This is a new student newspaper for 
years 8 to 11. It is planned that there will be two issues a 
term to start with; although depending on its popularity this 
may increase. The Buzz is an opportunity for students who 
are not in the Sixth Form to contribute to a newsletter.  
 
Although we have already established a small team, we are 
always looking for any subject departments, clubs or  
teachers who would like to write their own articles or run 
their own columns. The Buzz will include news on past and 
present students who have been competing in sports events, 
local news and events, fictional stories, cartoons, puzzles 
and other articles of interest to our readers and writers.  
 
To sum up this new newspaper, its aim is to be an enjoyable 
read for the students, about the students.  We hope you like 
it!  

Welcome to The Buzz!  
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About the Editor: I'm Robert Mooney, Editor in Chief of The Buzz. I have 
been interested in journalism since 2009 when I was watching a bit of news 
about a young journalist who had his own news site. He was a similar age to me 
and I had a look on his website. It mentioned that they were looking for new 
young people to write articles. I signed up and wrote one article and the next 
time I sent an article in, I got impatient with the editor and I lost the position of 
writing for the site. Although that was just the start, since then I have set up my 
own environment blog and this newspaper and I'm still writing articles today.   

Since I was 5 weeks old, I have had Epilepsy and Hydrocephalus as a result of 
getting rid of my meningitis. It doesn't cause me too much trouble but when the 
shunts for the Hydrocephalus get blocked I have bad headaches and I have to 
have them replaced. It also left me with some learning disabilities. In 2006, I 
started raising money for charity and since then with the help of my friends have 
raised over ¢1000. 

Biometric Debate: Written by Robert Mooney  
 
In October, I went to a question and answer session on the new system for paying 
for lunches. The new system would use biometrics to identify studentsø finger 
prints, similar to the current system in the library. Despite the main topic being 
about the new system another topic mentioned was the structure of the school 
day and how that may change according to new systems. The changes would  
include earlier starting times for lunch with a system of having sittings. This  
allows longer times for lessons and less dining hall chaos, although the space is a 
lot bigger now. Another change would be a short time for actual lunch and 
shorter registrations. Lunch time as I understood would change to half an hour 
and there would be a five period day every day.  
 
At the time I did think that most of these changes wouldnøt be popular with  
students. I personally preferred the old system although the only objection I have 
to the new system is that by the time we have finished lunch we have to go to  
lessons. Thereøs no time for seeing friends. What do you think?  
Going back to the topic of the biometric system another disadvantage is that 
when it starts everyone has to have their fingerprint taken like they did in the  
library. I was concerned that this might take quite a while considering that the 
school has at least 1000 pupils and cause some disruption to lessons, which it 
did in some cases but not too badly.  
 
Since then I have seen the new lunch system and due to delays not all these  
systems have been put into action. Some of them will be delayed till next  
September. Although I do like the idea of having different places for different 
types of food in the hall is a good idea. It speeds up the time waiting for your 
lunch and certainly gives me a clearer understanding of the choices I can have. 
Another objection I would make to the new hall is that a comment that I heard 
the other day;  a few people including me agree that it now looks a bit too much 
like the hall in High School Musical. Iøve discussed a lot in this article but what 
are your views on the new build? If they are different Iød like to hear them. 
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As it is always good to share sporting achievements, here is a match run down of 
Richmondøs opening match this rugby season written by Myles Hunter.   
 
Richmond Schools Y10 Rugby season kicked off in style this week as they breezed 
past local rivals Bedale with a strong team performance. The match was the first 
round in the prestigious Daily Mail Cup championship, a national school  
tournament.  The squad has high hopes for a successful season, but it wonøt be 
easy. 
 
The match was held at Richmond Rugby Club, the local rugby teamøs home 
ground. Richmond got going straight from the starting whistle, and launched  
several early attacks on Bedaleøs try line. It wasnøt long however before Dan  
Osborne intercepted a risky pass from the Bedale backline, and ran the pitch to 
score the first of his three tries. Richmond continued to make chances and came 
close to scoring two times, the second was after a brilliant length of the pitch run 
from Sam Turner, who much to the amusement of  everyone watching, managed 
to drop the ball as he was touching it down, meaning it was ruled out. Turner 
made up for it with a couple of great scores later in the game. After that,  
Richmond found it much easier to make head way against a decent Bedale  
defense. After fifteen minutes, they were boasting a comfortable 26 -0 lead. Bedale 
rallied however, and were suddenly pouring pressure onto Richmond. Eventually, 
the pressure paid off, and Bedale crossed the line for their first score and with a 
missed conversion, the score became 26 -5. This setback however, seemed to kick 
the home side back into gear, and after two more scores Richmond went in  
leading 38 -5 at halftime.  
 
The second half was to be more of a challenge for Richmond, as start player Dan 
Osborne had to leave to field, and other players were beginning to tire. But after 
some substitutions, and a few minutes to get back into their rhythm, Richmond 
soon took control of the game once more. The tries ticked over, as did the clock, 
and halfway through the second half Richmond led 59 -5. Once more Bedale  
rallied, and came tantalizingly close to scoring again multiple times. It took a 
loose ball, and some great pace for Bedale to turn defense into attack, and score a 
well worked try in the corner, but once more they failed to get the kick. 59 -10 was 
the score. The game was becoming sloppier, and the ball was changing hands 
over and over. However, it was still clear that Richmond were in control, and  they 
hammered this message home with two more great scores, one from Luke  
Richmond and the other from Allun Hillman, both these players were awarded a 
joint man of the match. The whole team deserved a pat on the back, as it was a 
great team performance. Richmond now face the mighty task of Barnard Castle in 
round two of the competition.  
 
RICHMOND:71     BEDALE:10  

THE BUZZ 
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Fairtrade fuelled to the next level  

 
Fairtrade has been a part of Richmond School for the past few years, now itøs  
being taken to the next stage.  
 
This year a group of Sixth Formers have started working toward the Fairtrade 
Schools award. This is given to schools that show that they are committed to  
Fairtrade in everything that they do.  
 
The new project builds on the Fairtrade tuck shop that is run by Year 10s and 11s 
from Miss Garnettøs office. They sell all sorts of snacks, including juice, biscuits, 
cereal bars, tea and coffee, every break and lunchtime. The Fairtrade products 
benefit producers in less developed countries, by giving them a better price for 
the fruit, chocolate and coffee that goes to make the products. All profits from 
sales are being donated to charity, both a local and a global one, which this year 
is CEDAR, a school link with an Indian charity, and Swaledale Mountain Rescue. 
This means that by buying your snack from the Fairtrade group, you benefit three 
good causes, as well as getting a tasty treat.  
 
The Fairtrade Schools group will be set up in the next few weeks by Sixth  
Formers at Richmond School, with the aim to complete the award in the next 
couple of years. To complete the award the group has to show that they have 
achieved the five targets.  
 
First the group needs to assemble, and provide minutes of three meetings. Next 
the group must work with teachers to write a whole school Fairtrade policy, to 
commit to using Fairtrade products. As well as this, the group must work out how 
many Fairtrade products are used within school, and try to use Fairtrade in, for 
instance, school uniforms. Another important part of the program is to teach  
children about Fairtrade. This already happens: you may have learnt about it in 
Geography, FTT or English lessons. The final part of the jigsaw is to hold Fairtrade 
events, and encourage the wider community to use Fairtrade.  
 
Once the group has shown that they have achieved all of the targets above, the 
Fairtrade Foundation, which is in charge of checking on Fairtrade products, will 
decide whether to award Fairtrade Town status. Sam Brookes, a Year 12 student, 
who has been very involved in Fairtrade, said úThis is a great opportunity to  
promote Fairtrade and other ethical issues in the school, whilst learning about 
the world, and having a bite to eat on the way.û 
 
You can support the project through buying  
Fairtrade products at break and lunch, and by  
joining in Fairtrade campaigns in school, and at 
www.fairtrade.org.uk.  
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=fair+trade+symbol
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Creative answers to tricky exam questions  

What was Sir Walter Raleigh famous for?  

He is a noted figure in history because he invented cigarettes and started a 
craze for bicycles.  

What did Mahatma Ghandi and Genghis Khan have in common?  

Unusual names.  

Name 6 animals which live specifically in the Arctic.  

2 polar bears and 4 seals.  

Name the wife of Orpheus, whom he attempted to save from the Underworld.  

Mrs Orpheus  
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Where can you go to meet people around Richmondshire?  

Written by Robert Mooney  

 

In this article I will explore these places and what you can do there.  
 
The most well known places are in Richmond itself such as Richmond Youth 
Club that runs on Mondays to Wednesday from 6.30 to 8.00 oøclock. Itøs located 
next to Richmond School and is open to Year 11 Richmond School students at  
lunchtimes. A member of staff from the youth club said this úRichmond  Youth 
Centre provides exciting opportunities for young people aged 13+ to take part in 
a number of different projects and activities. They include Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, Youth Ability, Junior Youth Club, Senior Youth Club, JS.LA, TASC, plus 
lots more.  

 

 

Other places include  
The Station Cinema  which is  
located un surprisingly at  
Station Yard. It also includes a 
cafe-restaurant, art gallery, a 
heritage centre and many other 
food places.  Itøs a good place 
for groups of friends to meet up. 
Originally the Station was  
actually a railway station but 
closed in 1968. In 2003, it was 
taken over by Richmond  
Building Preservation Trust with 
an aim to make restore it to its 
former glory. They did this by 
turning back into a place for the 
community to meet up but this time in the form of a cinema along with lots of 
other businesses setting up there. Mostly food businesses but also The Station 
opened its own art gallery showcasing local artists work.  They also hold classes 
on various hobbies.  
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The    

Number Cruncher  

Find the ANSWERS to the questions below in the grid.  

 

8771 -6450    456+545   1050+302   7659 -4567  

900 -621   9876 -5432   8538 -4760   537+698  

 9080 -3456    100+103  
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Another opportunity for people to meet up is at local sports clubs such as if 
you are a tennis player or even want to just try tennis there is West Fields  
Tennis Club and for cricket there is Richmond Cricket club although if you live 
in my village the local one is Aldbrough St John Cricket Club who play on 
weekends. Richmondshire Gymnastics club has four coaching sessions, to at 
Richmond School and two at Wensleydale School for Key Stage 1. There is a 
full directory of all the local sports clubs on the Richmondshire Leisure Trust 
website.  
 
To sum what you can do in and around Richmondshire up there are a lot of 
activities for people of all ages.  If you want to investigate more you can visit 
the Richmondshire website at richmondshire.gov.uk and go to their services 
directory. In there you will find a section for Leisure.  
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Pointless Opinions  

Written by Nicholas Heitler  
Thoughts On the New Building  

Change is good. Change is exciting. Change is what makes the world move  
forward. This is all true to some extent, if not all the time. Change can also,  
however, cause disruption at the very least. I bring these points up because 
unless you are either blind deaf and dumb, or have been away from school for 
the past three months, you will have noticed a lot of changes recently.  
Specifically....  Just a couple of new rooms here and there (ironic laugh).  
 
To clarify. I am talking about the James Tate Building, the new structure which 
we are slowly switching over to using.  
In truth, I am not entirely sure what to think of this. In the short term at least. 
What it means in the long term is better facilities, certainly. But in the here and 
now, it means chaos. A lot of you are probably wondering why you should care. 
Well.... on a personal level, you probably donøt. But on a general level, this is a 
school, people are learning things, chaos is a distraction. Itøs not a world ender, 
but itøs enough for me to write about. 
 
I have to admit that this is not an issue I feel too strongly about, which is  
probably a good thing from the point of view of anyone reading this, even if it is 
boring for me, but I figured starting this column with a flame wall wouldnøt 
make me terribly popular. Anyway, there is no point in my reiterating the news 
to you. We all know about the new timetables and such. Yes, everything is  
moving around. Yes, itøs messy. Hopefully it wonøt stay messy. Hopefully. 
 
So all in all, there isnøt much to say for the transition, itøs going pretty smoothly, it 
should continue to do so. But where I actually do have an opinion is on the  
actual design and more specifically the layout of the building itself.  
 
The place is, quite frankly, a maze. Now then, I know that we arenøt used to it yet, 
and I know that in any case nothing much can be done for the time being, but 
would it really hurt to just give us a proper  map? Also, the place is rather  
over -the -top and gaudy in appearance, but I will not press the point. Itøs staying 
that way.  
 
While I still have the space remaining to write it, and before anybody falls asleep 
from boredom, there is one issue which I would genuinely like to address. I canøt 
actually speak for anyone but myself here, but this school notably lacks an area 
to just sit and talk. Typically, this is what I like to do with my break times, and I 
am sure Iøm not the only one, even if we are a minority. I tend to use the library, 
as do a lot of people. This, needless to say, sort of defeats the point of a library as 
a quiet learning environment. Now then, I know we are supposed to do our  
talking in the lunch hall. Let me give you a rundown of how pleasant that isnøt. 
Itøs a lunch hall, itøs loud, itøs crowded, itøs rowdy (relatively speaking), there are 
people trying to eat.  
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What I want is somewhere where I can hear myself think thank you very 
much. No offense to the way the canteen is run mind, itøs just, itøs a lunch 
hall. Thatøs how they work. 

Why am I bringing this up? Because what with the transition being in a still 
fairly liquid state, now would be the perfect time to sort this out in my mind. 
Give us a common room. Just somewhere where no one is trying to trip you 
up, no one is trying to eat and no one is trying to work. Seriously, I know I 
would use it, and I can think of a few other people. It may be too much effort 
and too much disruption, but after all, this whole column is just one point-
less opinion.  

Right, that should be enough meaningless blather to satisfy you, and believe 
me when I say that it was  meaningless blather. But hey, Iøm writing for a 
newspaper, what did you expect.  
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