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This matter is being dealt with by: D S Clark                                                    

March 2010 

Letter to parents of Year 10 students

Dear parent/guardian

Re Controlled Assessment and Modular examinations

I am writing to highlight to you some very significant and important changes to the assessment and examination scheme for GCSE’s.

From September 2009, Controlled Assessment replaces coursework for most new GCSEs, as well as other 14-19 courses.

Traditional coursework, in which candidates produce their own GCSE work at home or school and then submit it for assessment, is being replaced in most subjects by controlled assessments for pupils who began their two year GCSE courses in September 2009 i.e. our current Year 10 pupils. There had been concerns about the authenticity and levels of control with coursework and the changes have been driven by the QCA (Qualifications and Curriculum Authority) following a report it commissioned and published in June 2007. Controlled assessments offer a greater degree of control of both the task setting and task completion. The teaching of the topics will continue to be done in lessons with research and planning taking place either in school or at home. The final write-up or completion of the tasks will now invariably take place in school, in lesson time and under controlled conditions. 

There is fuller guidance on the Controlled Assessments on the school web site (Examinations Section) and further information is available.

This year several subjects will also be entering year 10 students for modular examinations in the summer term.

This means that examinations will be taken in the summer which will contribute to the final GCSE grade. Your son/daughter should approach these examinations very seriously. We will be doing specific revision and examination technique lessons in school leading up to the exams. Modular examinations mean that the final examination schedule will be less congested in Year 11 and your son/daughter will be studying for fewer exams since some of the final examinations will already have been taken in Year 10. 

The examination schedule will be posted on the school web-site as well as information being sent home to you.

Please refer to the school web site for examination information, examination regulations and the timetable for the Modular examinations.

If you have any questions please contact me at school.

Yours sincerely
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Mr D S Clark

Deputy Head teacher 




Headteacher: Mr I Robertson, BA, M.Ed


Deputy Heads: David S Clark; John A Haslam
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